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INTRODUCTION 
In most respects, this was a routine spring. While a few rarities and 
several interesting reports (see below) appeared, perhaps most interesting was the 
arrival of the electronic age. Foremost was the start-up of "NEBIRDS," the 
Nebraska Birding List server set up and operated by Robert Price at Kearney. This 
resource should greatly enhance communication and collective learning amongst 
birders in the state. We have culled several reports from observations submitted to 
NEBIRDS, and several reporters now contact us by email. We urge observers to 
forward their email addresses; if we have questions on their reports, 
communication would be easy! Submit reports and comments to Ross Silcock by 
email at silcock@>sidney.heartland.net. We also gather sightings reported to the Nebraska 
Birdline, operated by Loren and Babs Padelford at Bellevue; these reports are 
placed on the Internet through BIRDCNTR, a service of the National Bird Hotline 
Cooperative. We should note here that this report contains unverified observations 
as well as documented observations. 
And now to the birds! Considerable discussion has taken place about a very 
"slow" warbler migration, "slow" for birders, meaning low numbers of birds. While 
this is true, most species were indeed found, although very low numbers were 
found of Magnolia, Black-throated Green, Blackburnian, and Wilson's Warblers, and 
those that were reported occurred rather late in the migration period. Usually when 
we do not see many migrating warblers it means they have made long, non-stop 
flights with beneficial tailwinds right over us to their breeding ranges. Much has 
been made of the scarcity of migrant warblers this spring in the eastern United 
States, with blame allocated to habitat loss in the tropical wintering ranges, to 
forest fragmentation in the breeding ranges (in particular with the result of 
allowing cowbird access to deep-woods birds), and to extensive smoke encountered 
while crossing the Gulf of Mexico. The smoke, from major fires in Mexico, may 
have contributed to a slower migration for some species, but we will have to be 
patient (a human generation or two?) to see what if anything is actually happening. 
Joel Jorgensen, who did weekly surveys of the eastern Rainwater Basin in 
April and May, gathered important shorebird data. These data are presented in the 
relevant shorebird species accounts. Although few early and late dates were set, a 
few amazing high counts occurred during the report period: for example, 39 Clark's 
Grebes, 236 Horned Grebes, and 1,732 McCown's Longspurs. Some interesting 
waterfowl appeared in the Rainwater Basin this spring, suggesting that scrutiny of 
the immense flocks can yield exciting discoveries: 2nd state Bean Goose, 2nd state 
Garganey, and even a Barnacle Goose, probably not a wild bird. Additional rarities 
of note included a 1st documented spring Red-throated Loon, 5th and 6th state 
Neotropic Cormorants, 4th nesting record White-faced Ibis, 3 Eurasian Wigeon, a 
3rd documented spring Surf Scoter, 4th state Ruff, 1st state Short-billed 
Dowitcher of the eastern subspecies Limnodromus griseus griseus, 10th and 11th 
individual Mew Gulls for the state, 1st May Glaucous Gull, nesting Eurasian 
Collared-Doves, a possible nesting population of Monk Parakeets, 6th southeast 
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Nebraska Say's Phoebe, documented nesting Pinyan Jays south of Redington, at 
least 1 3 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers in the Panhandle, 2nd state Virginia's Warbler, 
10th spring Townsend's Warbler, 2nd spring Panhandle Prothonotary Warbler, 2 
Hooded Warblers, the lingering of an Omaha Black-throated Sparrow until 12 April, 
a photographed Baird's Sparrow in York Co, and the 2nd Panhandle breeding record 
for Great-tailed Grackle. 
Read on and enjoy. And please forward your constructive criticism. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
= documentation provided; ad(s): adult(s); ADF: Arbor Day Farm; BOL: 
Branched Oak L; Cem: cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent L NWR; Co(s): County (ies); 
FF: Fontenelle Forest; FL: Funk Lagoon; H CR: Harlan Co Res; i mm ( s): 
immature(s); juv(s): juvenile(s); L: Lake; LM: L McConaughy; m. ob.: many 
observers; NC: Nature Center; NE: Nebraska; NM: National Monument; N NF: 
Nebraska National Forest; NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists! Union Records 
Committee; NPNWR: North Platte NWR; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; OPPD: 
Omaha Public Power Division; Res: Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin; SL: 
Sewage Lagoon(s); SP: State Park; SRA: State Recreation Area; WHNC: Wildcat 
Hills NC; WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area; WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl 
Production Area. 
GAZETTEER 
Arbor Day Farm: Nebraska City; Basswood Area.: WMA, Dakota Co; 
Branched Oak L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Bruning L: WPA, Clay Co; Buckskin 
Hills: WMA, Dixon Co; Buffalo Creek: WMA, Bannerand Scotts Bluff Cos; 
Bufflehead Pond: WMA, Buffalo Co; Calamus Res: SRA, Garfield and Loup 
Cos; Carter Canyon: Scotts Bluff Co; Carter L: Omaha/Carter Lake, 
Nebraska/Iowa; Chadron SP: Dawes Co; Clear Creek Marshes: WMA, 
Keith-Garden Cos; Crescent L NWR: Garden Co; Crystal Cove L: South Sioux 
City; Cunningham L: Omaha, Douglas Co; Dead Timber: SRA, Dodge Co; 
DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; Enders Res: SRA, Chase Co; Facus Springs: 
WMA, Morrill Co; Fontenelle Forest: Bellevue, Sarpy Co; Funk Lagoon: WPA, 
Phelps Co; Gavin's Point Dam: forms Lewis and Clark L, Knox and Cedar Cos; 
Gleason Lagoon: WPA, Kearney Co; Grandpa's Steakhouse L: behind 
Grandpa's Steakhouse, Kearney, Buffalo Co; Green Acres Basin: WPA, Clay Co; 
Griess Basin: WPA, Fillmore Co; Hansen Lagoon: WPA, Clay Co; Harlan Co 
Res: SRA, Harlan Co; Harvard Lagoon: (formerly Inland Lagoon) WPA, Clay Co; 
Holmes L: Lincoln, Lancaster Co; Jack Sinn Marsh: WMA, Lancaster and 
Saunders Cos; Jensen Lagoon: WPA, Kearney Co; Johnson Lagoon: WPA, 
Phelps Co; Johnson Res: SRA, Dawson and Gosper Cos; Keystone L: adjoins L 
Ogallala, Keith Co; Kingsley Dam: forms L Mcconaughy; L Alice: part of 
NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; L Babcock: Platte Co; Little Salt Fork Marsh: 
Lancaster Co; L Mcconaughy, Keith Co; L North: Platte Co; L Minatare: 
SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; L Ogallala: below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Louisville 
Lakes: SRA, Cass Co; Massie Lagoon: WPA, Clay Co; Moger Lagoon: WPA, 
Clay Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; Nathan's Lake: southeast Washington Co; 
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Neale Woods: Douglas Co; North Hultine Basin (formerly Sandpiper): WPA, 
Clay Co; North Platte NWR: Scotts Bluff Co; Offutt (Air Force) Base L: 
Sarpy Co; Olive Creek l: SRA, Lancaster Co; Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co; 
Omadi Bend: WMA, Dakota Co; OPPD Wetlands: Otoe Co; Pawnee l: SRA, 
Lancaster Co; Pilger Area: SRA, Stanton Co; Pintail Marsh: WMA, Hamilton 
Co; Pioneers Park: Lincoln, Lancaster Cos; Rainwater Basin: region of 
natural wetlands in southcentral NE; Rock Creek l: SRA, Dundy Co; (Lillian 
Annette) Rowe Sanctuary: Kearney Co; Sacramento-Wilcox: WMA, Phelps 
Co; Sandhills: native grassland region in northcentral NE; Schramm SP: Sarpy 
Co; Scotts Bluff NM: Scotts Bluff Co; Sinninger lagoon: WPA, York Co; 
South Kirkpatrick Basin: WMA, York Co; Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; 
Spikerush Basin: WMA, York Co; Stagecoach l: SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Standing Bear l: Omaha; Stateline Island: WMA, Scotts Bluff Co; Summit 
Res: SRA, Burt Co; Sutherland Res: SRA, WMA, Lincoln Co; Swan Creek 
Res: Saline Co; Taylor Ranch; northwest of Grand Island, Hall Co; Waco 
Basin: WPA, York Co; Wehrspann l: Omaha, Sarpy Co; Weis lagoon: WPA, 
Fillmore Co; Wildcat Hills NC: Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; Wilkins 
lagoon: WPA, Fillmore Co; Willow Creek l: SRA, Pierce Co; Winters Creek 
l: part of NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; Wolf l: Dodge and Saunders Cos; Wood Duck 
Area: WMA, Stanton Co; Wyuka Cem; Lincoln, Lancaster Cos; Yankee Hill l: 
SRA, Lancaster Co; Yellowbanks Area: WMA, Madison Co; Youngson lagoon: 
WPA, Kearney Co; Zorinsky L: Omaha, Douglas Co. 
OBSERVERS 
Nebraska Birdline (B); Mark Brogie (MB), Creighton; Kathleen Crawford-Rose 
(KC R), Bellevue; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJ D ), Fort Collins, CO; Larry Einemann 
(LE), Lincoln; Carol Falk (CF), Nebraska City; Laurence Falk (LF), Nebraska City; 
Ruth Green (RG), Bellevue; Joe Gubanyi (JG), Seward; John W. Hall (JWH), 
Omaha; Robin Harding (RH), Gibbon; David Heidt (DH), Norfolk; Thomas Hoffman 
(TH), Omaha; Helen K. Hughson (HKH), Mitchell; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux 
City; Jan Johnson (J J), Wakefield; Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ), Blair; Alice Kenitz 
(AK), Gering; Clem N. Klaphake (CNK), Bellevue; Jim Kovanda (JK), Omaha; Sandy 
Kovanda (SK), Omaha; Sandy Lemmon (SL), Crawford; Gary Lingle (GL), Grand 
Island; Wayne Mollhoff (WM), Lincoln; Babs Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren 
Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Bill Parker (BP), Lincoln; Don Paseka (DP), Ames; Janis 
Paseka (JP), Ames; Kevin Poague (KP), Lincoln; Lanny Randolph (LR), Gibbon; Neal 
Ratzlaff (NR), Omaha; W. Ross Silcock (WRS), Tabor, IA; John Sullivan (JS), 
Lincoln; Mark Urwiller (MU), Kearney; Bruce Walgren (BW), Casper, WY; Donna 
Walgren (DW), Casper, WY; Gertrude Wood (GW), Elmwood. 
SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
Red-throated Loon: Only the 8th spring report, but the first documented, an 
adult in basic plumage was at LM on 8 May {*SJD). Of the previous 7 reports, the 
NOURC did not accept one, and the others occurred in the period 6 April-1'3 May. 
The only other westerly report was of one in Sheridan Co on 29 April, 1989 {Am. 
Birds 43:500). 
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Pacific Loon: No details were received on one at Zorinsky Lon 3 April (NR); if 
documented, this sighting would be the first spring record of Pacific Loon for NE. 
Common Loon: Some 40 reported. Most migrants pass through eastern NE in 
April and early May, with later reports tending to be westerly, where summering 
birds are regular. Last in the east was at Pawnee L 9 May (JS), and best count in 
the east, 4 at Zorinsky L 5-9 April (NR), but 11 were at LM 14-1 5 May (SJD). One 
at LM, 5 April (SJD), was rather early for the west, while first in the east was 
also rather early, at Bufflehead Pond, 27 March (LR, RH). 
Pied-billed Grebe: The first, 2 at Wehrspann L 4 March (BP, LP), were rather 
early. Best count was 35 at Offutt Base L, 13 April (BP, LP). 
Horned Grebe: By far the best count known, 236 were at LM, 5 April (SJD), 
indicating peak migration. First were 2 at FL, 28 March (LR,RH), and last was one 
at L Ogallala, 9 May (SJD). 
Eared Grebe: An excellent count was 162 at Harvard Lagoon, 18 April (JGJ). 
First were 4 at Massie Lagoon (JS), one at FL (LR, RH), and at least one in Cass Co 
(GW) on 28 March, and last away from known breeding areas were 5 at Harvard 
Lagoon on 31 May (JS). 
Western Grebe: As many as 114 were at LM on the rather early date of 5 April 
(SJD), although many of these apparently wintered there. Peak at LM was 3,500 on 
2 May, a little lower than recent years (SJD). A Western-Clark's hybrid was at LM 
on 18 April and 2 appeared on 9 May (SJD). The only easterly report was 1 at 
Norfolk, 30 April-3 May (DH). 
Clark's Grebe: Farthest to the east was one at a very early date at BOL, 27 
March (JS). Also early was one at L Ogallala on 5 April (SJD)--these reports are 
the two earliest ever for NE. Best count was a record 39 at LM, 15 May (SJD), 
and 19 were there on 9 May (SJD). One was at Oliver Res as late as 1 6 May (SJD, 
JG). 
American White Pelican: Best counts were a record 1,400 at Wood Duck Area 
on 1 2 April (DH) and 500-1000 at Niobrara, Knox Co, on 19 April (JJ). 
Double-crested Cormorant: First were 60 at BOL on 26 March (JS), high 
count reached 450 at Holmes L, Lincoln, on 3 May (LE), and last away from known 
breeding areas was a single at Harvard Lagoon on 31 May (JS). 
Neotropic Cormorant: A portent of things to come, 2 were reported, the 5th 
and 6th records, all but one since 1992. One was at BOL with Double-crested 
Cormorants on the early date of 26 March (JS), and a one-year old was at 
Sutherland Res on 2 May (SJD). This species has now occurred in NE on 26 March-2 
October, usually with Double-crested Cormorants. 
American Bittern: This species is doing well in NE: some 20 were reported in 
the period of 17 April-31 May, including 2 in courtship flight at North Lakes Basin 
on 31 May (WRS, JS). Birds at other locations in the RWB where breeding has not 
been noted recently--but at dates suggestive of breeding activity--include 1 0 May 
near Tamora (JG), 16-17 May at FL (JGJ, MU), and 16 May at Griess Basin (JGJ). 
Best count was 3 at CLNWR on 15 May (SJD). 
Least Bittern: None reported. 
Great Blue Heron: The relatively new heronry at Alma had 37+ active nests on 
16 May (JGJ). 
Great Egret: This species was widely reported in the eastern half of the state, 2 
April-31 May, with high counts of 10 at both Niobrara, Knox Co, on 19 April (JJ) 
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and near Fremont on 8 May (DP). Casual in spring in the west, one was at Clear 
Creek Marshes, 9 May (SJD). 
Snowy Egret: About 8 reported, a normal spring. Earliest was one at Holmes L 
on the record early date of 10 April (LE, BPA). In contrast to Great Egret, Snowies 
tend to be westerly migrants in NE; about half the reports come from the western 
half of the state (where few birders reside). 
Little Blue Heron: Uncommon in spring, only 3 were reported: singles at Chet 
Ager NC, Lincoln, 2 May (B), in Clay Co., 15 May (JGJ), and an immature at 
Nathan's L, 19 May (B). 
Cattle Egret: Mostly ones and twos were reported in the period of 16 April-25 
May, but record early by 5 days was one in Dodge Co on 29 March (DP). Best count 
was only 6, at Niobrara on 19 April (JJ). 
Green Heron: Reports would have been routine, except for one which took over 
the fish pond at the observer's house on 11 May (JJ). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: As many as 30-40 were noted each weekend in 
the RWB, 18 April-1 May (JGJ). Earliest were 5 in Lancaster Co on 9 April (JS). 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Rare in spring, a sub-adult was at Griess Basin 
on 16 May (JGJ). 
White-faced Ibis: Third-earliest ever was one at Walgren L, 13 April (B). 
Uncommon in the east, singles were in Dodge Co on 2 May (B), at Wood Duck Area 
on 5-8 May (DH), 2 at Little Salt Fork Marsh on 7 May (JS), and 2 at Crystal Cove 
L on 11 May (BFH). Only a casual breeder in NE, with about 3 recent records, of 
interest was nest building underway at CLNWR on 1 5 May, with 3 birds in the area 
(SJD). 
Turkey Vulture: Routine report. 
Trumpeter Swan: Two wintering birds were still below Keystone Dam on 4 
March (B). An unmarked immature which wintered at Kiwanis Park, Omaha, was 
last seen on 21 March, although a flyover at Standing Bear L on 2 April may have 
been this bird (NR). Birds were noted in nesting areas on 25 April west of 
Merriman (B) and on 28 April in Grant Co (RG). 
Bean Goose: An incredible record, although the 2nd for Nebraska, was a single at 
FL on 4 April (SJD). A photo was obtained, and Dinsmore believes the bird to be of 
the eastern Siberian race Anser faba/is middendorfi, as was the first record at 
DeSoto NWR, 29 Dec-10 Jan, 1984-85. This race is rarely kept in captivity. 
Greater White-fronted Goose: Best count was 4,000 at FL on 4 April (SJD). 
Rare in the west, a single was at L Ogallala, 4-1 5 May (SJD). A straggler was still 
at Massie Lagoon on 31 May (JS). 
Snow Goose: Best counts were 300,000 at HCR on 13 March (LR, RH) and 
250,000 at FL on 22 March (LR, RH). Excellent counts away from the RWB were 
10,000 in Dixon Co on 21 March (JJ), and 8000 at LM on 21 March (SJD). As 
many as 178 were still in the RWB on 31 May (JS, WRS). 
Ross' Goose: Best count was 93 at Clear Creek Marshes on 18 April (SJD, JS). 
Not all Ross' are with Snows; small groups of white geese often are Ross'. Such a 
group was 7 northwest of Spencer on 13 April (DH). There are 4 reports in all 
after 1 0 May, all from the RWB, including one this spring of 2 on 1 5 May at Great 
Little Marsh, 3 miles north of Greenwing WMA in Clay Co (JGJ). 
Barnacle Goose: Two reported. An adult was at Massie Lagoon with 12 small 
Canada Geese on 28 March-4 April (JS). This is the 3rd NE report of birds seen 
during migration periods; these birds are unlikely to be natural vagrants, but have 
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associated themselves with migrating Canada Geese. That the Massie Lagoon bird 
was unlikely to be wild would be especially true if it was the same goose seen at 
Harvard Lagoon on 9 May (JGJ), a date when a wild bird would be most unexpected. 
Canada Goose: No large concentrations reported, although 3,000 were at FL on 
28 March (LR, RH). Most migrants through NE are medium to small-sized for.ms; 
several forms are involved. "At least 5 races" were observed in Kearney Co on 20 
March (RG), and a "Richardson's" Goose was at L Ogallala as late as 14-15 May 
(SJD). Young were noted at CLNWR on 9 May (BW, OW). 
Wood Duck: Two females and 20 recently-hatched downies were at Little Salt 
Fork Marsh on 30 May (LE). 
Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 
American Black Duck: None reported. 
Ma 11 a rd: Routine reports. 
Northern Pintail: An excellent count was 30,000 on the ice at Youngson Lagoon 
on 1 6 March (LR, RH). 
Garganey: A mate was at Wild Rose Ranch along the south side of the Platte River 
in southern Hall Co, 29 March-5 April (GL). This is the 2nd state record--the first, 
another male (possibly the same bird) 3 miles south of Kearney on 28 March 1997. 
The two sightings took place about 30 miles apart. 
Blue-winged Teal: Many arrived rather early, in late March, the earliest, were 
39 at Wehrspann L on 26 March (BP, LP). Best count was 155 at FL, 19 April (LR, 
RH). Hybrids with Cinnamon Teal were at Wild Rose Ranch on 6 April (JS) and on 21 
April at LaPlatte (BP, LP), an easterly location for at least some Cinnamon Teal 
genes, if not the entire bird! 
Cinnamon Teal: This species was well-reported, a total of about 35 birds. 
Earliest were rather early, singles in Kearney Co on 20 March (RG) and at FL on 28 
March (B). Best counts were 7 at CLNWR on 18 April (SJD, JS) and 3 pairs at 
Kiowa Springs, Scotts Bluff Co, on 17 May (SJD), a known breeding location. A 
single at Facus Springs on 1 5-18 May (NR, LR, RH) was at another known breeding 
location. To the east, other than the hybrid mentioned above, was one southwest of 
Elmwood on 1 April (GW). 
Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 
Gad w a II: Routine reports. 
Eurasian Wigeon: In line with the pattern of recent years, at least one was 
noted in the RWB, a male molting somewhat late into alternate plumage at Moger 
Lagoon, 1 0 April (JS, WRS). Unexpected, however, were 2 other males at opposite 
ends of the state: one at Clear Creek Marshes on 2 May (SJD) and the other near 
Wood Duck Area on 28 March (DH). These are the 18th-20th NE spring reports. An 
"obvious" hybrid was at North Hultine Basin on 1 5 April (JGJ). 
American Wigeon: Routine reports. 
Canvasback: A good count for the RWB was 167 at Weis Lagoon on 4 April (JGJ). 
Redhead: A good count was 1,300 at Winters Creek Lon 8 March (SJD). Breeding 
records are few in the RWB, and so the presence of 44 at Harvard Lagoon as late as 
31 May (JS, WRS) and a single at FL 28 May (JJ) were of interest. 
Ring-necked Duck: Rather late were 2 at Harvard Lagoon on 31 May (JS, WRS). 
Greater Scaup: Last noted were 2 at CLNWR on 18 April (SJD, JS). The only 
other reports were of 3 at Cunningham L on 1 5 April (JGJ) and 2 at BOL on 26 
March (JS). 
Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 
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Oldsquaw: An adult female lingered at L Ogallala until 1 5 April (SJD), a rather 
late date. No others were reported. 
Surf Scoter: Only the 8th spring report and 3rd documented, a 1st-spring male 
was at Keystone L, 8-15 May (SJD, JS, JG, WRS). The other documented records 
are also in May, 3 and 7 May. The 5 undocumented reports are in April; most are 
probably correct. 
White-winged Seater: Only the 18th spring report, a female was at 
Cunningham Lon 15 April (JGJ). 
Common Goldeneye: Last reported, except for an injured male at Keystone Lon 
15 May (SJD), were 25 at BOL on 29 March (LE). 
Bufflehead: Routine reports. 
Hooded Merganser: Rare westward, a female-plumaged bird was at Hayes 
Center, Hayes Co, on 14 May (SJD). While several reports occurred in May, all 
were of female-plumaged birds; most of these birds probably were immature 
(prebreeding) males. No males were reported after 28 March (JJ), and there are 
no recent definite breeding records. 
Red-breasted Merganser: This spring was a good one for this species. Best 
count was a record 103 at L Ogallala on 18 April (SJD). Earliest were 3 at BOL on 5 
March (JS), and latest was a female still at L Ogallala on 1 5 May (SJD). Most 
reports are from the east, but the species appears to occur regularly in the LM 
area. Rare in spring elsewhere in the west, one appeared at Enders Res on 2 May 
(SJD). 
Common Merganser: Best count was 2,500 at LM, 21 March (SJD); spring 
counts are not as large as those in fall. Very late was a male on the Missouri River 
in extreme northeastern Douglas Co on 24 May (BP, LP). As has become the norm, 
19 remained at L Ogallala at the end of the period, including 9 alternate-plumaged 
males (SJD, WRS, JS); the reproductive status of these birds is not known. 
Ruddy Duck: Routine reports. 
Osprey: Routine reports. 
Mississippi Kite: Surprising was a single north of Mitchell, 30-31 May (Steve 
Kerr, AK). Four, 3 adults and a 1st summer bird, had returned to Ogallala, the only 
known breeding location, by 14 May (SJD). 
Bald Eagle: An excellent count was 275 at Carter Lon 22 March (B). Last of the 
non-resident birds was in Dakota Co, 28 March (JJ), although an adult was noted at 
Ponca SP on 1 6 May; a nest across the Missouri River in South Dakota had been 
abandoned (BFH). An adult was at L Babcock on 2 May (JS); is there a breeding site 
nearby? A regular nesting site at L Alice was occupied again this year, with a pair 
noted on 17 May (BW, DW). 
Northern Harrier: Best counts were 12 in southern Cheyenne Co on 17 April 
(SJD) and 10 at FL on 4 April (SJD). Suggestive of nesting was a pair in courtship 
flight in Dakota Co on 29 March (BFH) and a single at FL as late as 25 May (LR, RH). 
Nesting can occur anywhere in the state. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 
Cooper's Hawk: Nesting was underway at Chalco Hills Recreation Area, Sarpy 
Co, 9-10 May (NR, JWH), and the observer was dive-bombed by a pair presumably 
nesting at Pioneer Park, Lincoln, in May (LE). Two at a windbreak near FL on 25 
May (LR, RH) were probably nesting. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: One had returned to FF, 4 April (JS); this is the only 
breeding site known in NE. 
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Broad-winged Hawk: Reports were in the period 10 April-10 May, with a best 
count of 19 at FF on 5 May (BP,LP). Rare in the west, there were two reports, 
neither with details: two were in Dawes Co on 28 April (RG) and one was at Clear 
Creek Marshes on 9 May (BW,DW). One was kettling with gulls in Stanton Co, 25 
April (DH). 
swainson's Hawk: Earliest were singles in Adams Co on 4 April (JGJ) and 
Lancaster Co the same day (LR, RH); the best count was an excellent 93 in the RWB 
on 18 April, including 23 roosting at Griess Basin (JGJ). 
Red-tailed Hawk: A good count was 19 in Dixon Co, 28 March (JJ). A fledgling 
was noted on 21 May at Towle Park in the heart of Omaha (NR), and another 
"fuzzy" in Adams Co on 26 April (LR, RH). 
Ferruginous Hawk: Last easterly bird was at Sacramento-Wilcox on 22 March 
(LR, RH). 
Rough-legged Hawk: Last were singles in Kimball Co, 19 April (JS), and in Clay 
Co, an adult, 18 April (JGJ). Late-departing birds are usually immatures. Best 
count was 15 in Scotts Bluff Co, 11 of these at Kiowa Springs, on 8 March (SJD). 
Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 
American Kestrel: One was eating a live snake at FF on 4 April (JS), and 
another was on eggs at the Betsy Hancock Ranch in Cass Co the same day (JS). Best 
count was 14 in Dixon Co on 28 March (JJ). 
Mer I in: Last was one of the race Falco columbarius columbarius in Clay Co, 9 May 
(JGJ). Most identified as subspecies are F. c. richardsonii, the last of which was 
noted in Kimball Co on 19 April (SJD, JS). Unexpected was a female of the very 
dark race F. c. suck/eyi, sometimes known as "Black Merlin," photographed at 
Oliver Res on 5 April (SJD). This race breeds on the Pacific Coast, but has probably 
occurred in Colorado and was found on 1 5 Jan 1998 in Banner Co. 
Prairie Falcon: Last in the east was at Wood Duck on 29 March (DH), although 
another, reported without details, was seen far east of its summer range at FL on 
16 May (JJ). 
Peregrine Falcon: Migrants passed through as expected in the period 15 
April-14 May, including about 21 birds. As usual, most appear to follow shorebirds 
through the RWB. An excellent count of 9 was made on 24 April between the RWB 
and Sarpy Co (JS). 
Gray Partridge: There were 3 reports of 5 birds: 2 were 5 miles north and a 
half mile west of Ames, Dodge Co, on 27 April (DP); 2 were 3 miles north of 
Creighton, Knox Co, on 5 May (MB), and one was 6 miles east and 1 mile north of 
Creighton on 24 May (WRS, JS). 
Chu k a r: One seen in south Sioux Co on 4 April was thought to be from a flock 
released several years ago by Rick Kaan (HKH). 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Best counts were 17 at the lek at Burchard L, 
Pawnee Co, on 10 April (B) and 16 males displaying at the lek on Taylor Ranch on 
14 March (JS). Singles were reported from habitat outposts near Rowe Sanctuary 
on 24 May (LR, RH) and 4 miles north of Heartwell on 3 May (LR, RH). 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: This species is now well-established in areas of Kimball 
Co, where it previously was absent; 17 were found at Oliver Res, 8 March (SJD). 
A single male continues to try to introduce his genes into the prairie-chicken pool at 
Taylor Ranch; he was displaying among the prairie-chickens there 14 March-4 
April (JS, B). 
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Wild Turkey: A good count was 83 below Keystone Dam, Keith Co, on 21 March 
(SJD). Turkeys are becoming more numerous in the Scotts Bluff Co area, appearing 
in strange places, such as residential areas in Gering (AK). 
Northern Bobwhite: One was noted at Blyburg Creek, Dakota Co, for the first 
time since the winter of 1996-97 (BFH). This species is well-established in the 
North Platte Valley as far as Wyoming; several were calling at Stateline Island on 
15-17 May (George Brown, WRS). 
King Rail: A recording of calls from birds that might be this species was made at 
Hormel Park, Fremont, on 21 May were submitted to the NOURC (DP). The observer 
was not positive of the identification, however. In spring, King Rails may appear 
anywhere in the state. 
Virginia Rail: Four spotted at Clear Creek Marshes on 21 March (SJD, JS) 
apparently wintered there; migrants usually arrive after mid-April. A few still 
present at Crystal Cove L at the end of the period likely were breeders (BFH). 
Breeding is rare in the south and the east. 
Sora: Earliest were 2 rather early on 18 April at Mansfield Marsh, near Crawford 
(SJD, JS), and another at FL the next day (LR, RH). Breeding is rare south of the 
Platte Valley, so the one at Waco Basin on 31 May (JS, WRS) was of interest. 
American Coot: High counts all better than the previous record high were 7,710 
in Lancaster Co, including 6, 135 at BOL on 10 April (LE), 3,000 at Omadi Bend on 
28 March (BFH), and 2,400 at CLNWR on 8 April (SJD). 
Sandhill Crane: A pair at Harvard Lagoon on 25 April-16 May was suggestive of 
a breeding attempt (JGJ); these were large cranes, possibly "Greaters" (JGJ). A 
recently-increasing population using the Clear Creek Marshes area was represented 
by as many as 1,500 there on 5 April (SJD); only a single adult remained by 8 May 
(SJD). On 4 April, 225 were at Little L Alice, NPNWR (AK). No large counts were 
received from central NE. A good count for an easterly location was 170 over 
Niobrara on 10 April (BP, LP). An easterly straggler was at Wood Duck on 20-23 
April (DH). 
Whooping Crane: Only two reports, one of an adult which first appeared west of 
Doniphan on 1 5 Feb and which remained until 28 April (B), a juvenile southwest of 
Crane Meadows NC in Hall Co on 28 March-28 April (JS, B), and another of a bird 
north of the Alda exit on 1-80 on 14 March (B). 
Black-bellied Plover: High count was 73 in the RWB, 15-16 May (JGJ); the 
highest 3 counts for this species are in the period 15-19 May. The only other 
reports were of at least one in Cass Co on 18 April (GW), 2 at South Kirkpatrick 
Basin on 19 April (JGJ) and 10 north of Green Acres Basin on 14 May (JS). 
American Golden-Plover: In the RWB, Jorgensen found a total of 320 in the 
period 4 April-16 May, peaking at 11 3 birds 9-1 0 May (JGJ). Last was an 
alternate-plumaged bird at Wood Duck on 18 May (DH). 
Snowy Plover: Jorgensen has found this species in the RWB each year in recent 
years; this year's contribution was a mile north of Green Acres Basin on 25 April 
(* JGJ, JS). No others were reported. 
Semipalmated Plover: Earliest were 2 in the RWB on 11 April (JGJ); best 
count 210 on 1-2 May (JGJ), and the latest one in Phelps Co on 17 May (MU). 
Uncommon westward, 21 was a good count north of Antioch on 15 May (SJD). 
Piping Plover: Earliest were 7 at the Kingsley Dam breeding site on 18 April 
(SJD); by 14 May, 4 nests were underway (SJD). At least 2 were at the breeding 
site at Niobrara by 19 April (JJ). Jorgensen found a total of 8 in the RWB, 7 of 
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those 1-2 May and the other 9-1 0 May (J1';J). Breeding is unrecorded in the RWB. 
westerly was one at Enders Res on 2 May (:;JD). 
Killdeer: Jorgensen found 201-297 each weekend from 4 April-16 May in the 
RWB, and 3 downy young were at Bruning L on 9 May (JGJ). A good count of 11 2 
was made in Dixon Co, 1 April (JJ). 
Mountain Plover: Up to 5 were found southwest of the Kimball airport from 17 
April on (SJD, LR, RH, JS,JG); a nest scrape was being made on 16 May 7 miles 
south of Kimball (SJD, JS). Two were southeast of Sidney on 17 April (SJD), one 
of the very few reports east of Kimball Co. 
Black-necked Stilt: The only reports away from the regular location along 
Highway 2 in Sheridan Co were of a single at Weis Lagoon on 9 May (JGJ) and 2 at 
the Scottsbluff SL on 1 3 May (AK). As many as 5 were along Highway 2 at mile 
Marker 1 06 on 1 5 May (SJD). 
American Avocet: Avocets occurred eastward in good numbers: 62 in Dakota 
Co on 26 April (BFH), 43 in Lancaster Co on 3 May (LE), 36 at Willow Creek Lon 13 
April (DH), and 9 in Otoe Co on 26 April (CF, LF). Best counts statewide were 117 
in the RWB on 1 May (JGJ) and 69 at Clear Creek Marshes on 2 May (SJD). 
Greater Yellowlegs: Best counts were 65 in the RWB on 11 April (JGJ) and 65 
at the Minden 1-80 exit on 16 April (LR, RH). Reports occurred between 2 April 
(BP, LP, JS) and 14 May (JJ). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: Best counts were 812 in the RWB, 24-25 April (JGJ), 260 
there 1-2 May (JGJ), and 200 at Clear Creek Marshes on 2 May (SJD). Jorgensen 
recorded a total of 1,524 in the RWB in the period 4 April-16 May. 
Solitary Sandpiper: Reports came in the period 16 April (LR, RH)-9 May (JGJ, 
BW, DW). 
W i 11 et: Jorgensen counted 11 0 in the RWB between 18 April and 1 6 May; the best 
count was 70 on 25-26 April (JGJ). Good counts for the east were 65 at Jack Sinn 
Marsh on 25 April (LE), 30 in Dixon Co on 5 May (JJ), and one in Cass Co on 18 
April (GW). Two in extreme west Knox Co on 25 May were in suitable breeding 
habitat, but far east of the usual breeding range (WRS, JS), and one was rather late 
at BOL on 30 May (LE). Migrants normally pass through by 20 May. 
Spotted Sandpiper: Jorgensen counted a total of 35 in the RWB--the most, 25 
on 9-10 May (JGJ). 
Upland Sandpiper: Best counts were 17 in the RWB on 15 May (JGJ); a total of 
41 there on 24 April-16 May (JGJ), 12 at Valentine NWR on 10 May (LF, CF), and 
11 near Keystone on 9 May (SJD). 
Whim b re I: The 5-6 birds reported were slightly ahead of peak migration, usually 
10-24 May. Singles were noted near Keystone on 2, 9, and 14 May (SJD), near the 
Dismal River Campground on 10 May (*RG), and 3 were at Sutherland Res on 14 
May (*SJD). 
Long-billed Curlew: A large concentration for the date, when birds are usually 
on territories, was 26 at L Ogallala, 2 May (SJD). Eight birds, including 2 on nests, 
were near Keystone on 9 May (SJD). One was calling in suitable breeding habitat 
south of Exit 1 on 1-80 on 9 May (SJD); breeding records in the area are lacking. 
Hudsonian Godwit: A total of 169, rather low, was recorded in the RWB 18 
April (B)-10 May (LF, CF); best count was 93 on 18-19 April, including 46 at 
Kirkpatrick Basin on 26 April (JGJ). Reports occurred between 16 April through 4 
May, with none, as expected, west of the RWB. 
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Marbled Godwit: Best counts were modest: 17 in the RWB, 24-25 April (JGJ), 
and 1 1 near the Minden exit on 1-80, 1 6 April (LR, RH). Rare in the east, one was in 
Dakota Co on 23 April (BFH), and 2 were at Scribner on 16 May (DP), the last 
reported. 
Ruddy Turnstone: Only 5 reported. One was photographed (and posted to the 
observer's Web Site!) at FL on 17 May (MU), 3 were at L Babcock on 25 May (WRS, 
JS), and 1 was rather late at Wilkins Lagoon on 31 May (JS, WRS). 
Sanderling: Best count was 14 at Sutherland Res, 8 May (SJD). Reports 
occurred between 2 and 31 May, the latter a banded individual (right leg yellow 
over dark green) at Harvard Lagoon (JS, WRS). At this writing, we have not been 
able to determine its provenance. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Jorgensen counted an excellent 2,642 in the RWB 
between 18 April and 16 May. Migrants were still being observed at the end of the 
period, however; 60 were in the RWB on 31 May (JS, WRS). Best counts were 
1 ,354 on 1-2 May (JGJ), 227 north of Antioch on 15 May (SJD, JS), and 140 on 2 
May at Clear Creek Marshes (SJD), the latter excellent westerly counts. Earliest 
were noted on 18 April (SJD, JGJ). 
Western Sandpiper: This species is only a rare migrant in the Great Plains in 
spring and should be identified with care. There are few documented spring reports 
for NE. Most migrate up the Pacific Coast in late April. A note of advice from an 
East-Coast observer stated that "If having difficulty separating a bird from 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, it's not a Western." Westerns in spring resemble 
miniature Dunlin, with a reddish cast to the upperparts and a long, droopy bill. This 
spring, reports were in the expected period, 18 April (JGJ)-25 May (LR, RH), with 
the best count of 11 at Clear Creek Marshes on 9 May (SJD). Rather late was one 
northwest of Heartwell on 25 May (LR, RH). 
Least Sandpiper: A total of 603 were found in the RWB, 18 April-16 May, 
peaking at 361 on 9-10 May (JGJ). Best westerly count was 40 at Clear Creek 
Marshes on 8 May (SJD). Reports were between 18 April (JGJ, SJD) and 30 May 
(LE). 
White-rumped Sandpiper: This species migrates through the RWB in large 
numbers. Jorgensen found a total of 3,304, including a peak count of 1, 725 on 9 
May (JGJ), the most numerous species this spring. A late migrant, the first were 
rather early, 6 in the RWB on 24 April (JGJ); the earliest documented record is 19 
April. It was still numerous at the end of the period, with 385 counted in the RWB 
on 31 May (JS, WRS). Best westerly count was 123 north of Antioch, 15 May 
(SJD). 
Baird's Sandpiper: In contrast to White-rumped Sandpiper, this species is an 
early migrant; first were 8 at Kirkpatrick Basin on 29 March (B). Jorgensen found 
1,619 in the RWB on 4 April-16 May, with the best count of 557 on 1-2 May. A 
few remained into June, but it is far less numerous at that time than 
White-rumped; 24 were counted in the RWB on 31 May (JS, WRS). 
Pectoral Sandpiper: This was a good spring for this species, which is 
sometimes not very numerous in spring; Jorgensen found 1,492 in the RWB on 11 
April-1 6 May--best counts, 506 on 1-2 May and 480 on 9-10 May. Rare in the 
west, only a single was reported west of the RWB, at Clear Creek Marshes on 2 
May (SJD). 
Dunlin: Only an uncommon migrant in NE, a good total of about 67 birds was 
reported, including 46 on 9 May in the RWB (JGJ). Earliest were 2 in the RWB on 
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24 April (JGJ), and 3 were at Wilkins Lagoon on 31 May (JS). Also rare westward, 
none was reported west of the RWB. 
Stilt Sandpiper: Another common RWB migrant, Jorgensen found 1,058 in all, 
927 of them on 15-16 May, 265 of these at Jensen Lagoon on 16 May (JGJ). Best 
single day count was 339 in the Lakeside-Antioch area, Sheridan Co, on 15 May 
(SJD). Rather late were one near Heartwell, Kearney Co, on 28 May (LR, RH), 4 in 
Lancaster Co on 29 May (JS), and 6 in Lancaster Co on 30 May (LE). 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: As expected, migrants were restricted to their 
narrow eastern RWB spring route. Jorgensen reported a total of 166, 99 on 1 5-1 6 
May, 5 2 of these at Wilkins Lagoon on 1 5 May, and 67 on 9-10 May. No others 
were reported. 
Ruff: Nebraska's 4th record, 3rd for spring, was a female in extreme north 
eastern Antelope Co on 9 April (*MB). Photos showed the brightly-colored legs, 
typical of this species, in this case, orange. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: Data on movements are limited, especially 
documented early records for this late-migrating species. Jorgensen documented a 
basic-plumaged individual by its diagnostic yellowlegs-like call notes at Wilkins 
Lagoon on 25 April, an early record. Another was reported at the Minden 1-80 exit 
on 1 9 April, but without details. A 1st state record of the eastern subspecies 
Limnodromus griseus griseus was an adult photographed by Jorgensen north of 
Bradshaw on 2 May; it was described, among other details, as colored "very 
differently" from Short-bills of the expected central race L. g. hendersoni (* JGJ). 
Jorgensen found only 1 5 during his spring survey in the RWB, singles on 25 April 
and on 2 May, 1 0 on 9-1 0 May, and 4 on 1 5-16 May. The only others reported 
were singles on 3 May in Lancaster Co, without details (LE), 6-8 May in Dixon Co, 
without details (JJ), and 3 at Little Salt Fork Marsh on 8 May (*JS), and one there 
on 16 May, without details (LE). 
Long-billed Dowitcher: Jorgensen found 1,783 of this common migrant in the 
RWB on 4 April-16 May, with a peak count 1, 152 of on 1 May (JGJ). Best 
single-location count was 323 at Wilkins Lagoon on 23 April (JS). Earliest were 
singles at Gleason Lagoon (SJD) and near Hastings, Adams Co, (BP, LP) on 4 April. 
Last were 1 00 north of Fremont, Dodge Co, on 1 2 May (DP). 
Common Snipe: No concentrations were noted. Migrants were reported, 26 
March (DH)-10 May (LE). May reports may be of late migrants or indicative of 
breeding; winnowing birds were west of Lodgepole, Cheyenne Co, on 8 May (SJD) 
and at Clear Creek Marshes on 9 May (BW, OW). 
American Woodcock: Very early (but see Winter Report!) were a single at Wood 
Duck on 4 March, at a location where 2 were displaying later (DH), and as many as 
8 at BOL the next day (JS). The westerly outpost in Kearney Co was occupied again 
by at least one bird on 13 March (LR, RH). 
Wilson's Phalarope: A common spring migrant, 2,756 were counted in the RWB 
by Jorgensen, 8 April through 31 May; over 700 were noted on 3 different 
weekends (JGJ). Best single location count was 568 near Hayes Center, Hayes Co, 
on 2 May (SJD). Breeding probably occurs at Harvard Lagoon, where 4 were still 
present on 31 May (JS, WRS). 
Red-necked Phalarope: The only reports were a good count of 54 north of 
Antioch, Sheridan Co, on 15 May (SJD) and 2 near Lakeside, Sheridan Co, the same 
day (JS). 
Franklin's Gull: Best count was a modest 300 at Sutherland Res on 2 May (SJD). 
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Bonaparte's Gull: Best count was a record 465 at LM on 18 April (SJD). 
Mew Gu II: Rapidly becoming a regular species at LM, 2 were found this spring: a 
basic-plumaged adult on 21 March (SJD) and an adult on 18-19 April (SJD, JS). 
These are the 10th and 11th individuals to date, all in the period 1 Dec-11 May. 
Only one record is not from LM. 
Ring-billed Gull: Best count was 2,200 in the LM area, 21 March (SJD). 
California Gull: Migrants arrive in April, and the 11 birds at LM, 21 March 
(SJD), probably wintered (see Winter Report). Subsequently few were noted: 1-2 
adults were in the L Ogallala area on 18 April-1 5 May (JS, SJD). Reports away 
from LM are few, but more likely in spring than other seasons. Surprisingly far to 
the east was an adult at BOL on 30 April (JS); one was sighted south of Antioch, 
Sheridan Co, on 9 May (BW, DW), and an adult was at Sutherland Res on 14 May 
(SJD). 
Herring Gull: Migrants essentially cleared the LM area by mid-April (SJD), 
although a single remained until 15 May (SJD), and another was at Sutherland Res 
until 14 May (SJD). Most May birds are immatures, as was a 1st summer 
individual at Swanson Res, Hitchkock Co, 14 May (SJD). 
Thayer's Gull: An amazing 20 or so birds wintered at LM (see Winter Report); 
1 5 were still present on 4 March (SJD), and two 1st winter birds were still there 
on 18 April (JS). None reported elsewhere. 
Iceland Gull: An adult at LM (see Winter Report) remained until 4 March (B). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Two adults at LM (see Winter Report) remained 
until 5 April (*SJD) and one of the 2nd-winter birds present in winter (see Winter 
Report) was reportedly still present on 16 March (B), although no details were 
provided. 
Glaucous Gull: Seven, including a remarkable 3 adults, were still at LM on 21 
March (SJD); only 2 adults were noted in late Feb (see Winter Report). Record late 
was a worn 1st alternate bird at Sutherland Res on 2 May (SJD). This is the first 
May record for this species in NE. As wintering numbers continue to show 
spectacular increases, such records can be expected in the future. 
Great Black-backed Gull: There were 2 reports, neither with details: a 1st 
winter bird at L Ogallala on 16 March (B), and one east of Niobrara, Knox Co, on 25 
March (B). 
Caspian Tern: Only 3 reported, in Cass Co on 4 May (GW), at Pawnee Lon 10 
May (LE), and at Sutherland Res on 14 May (SJD). 
Common Tern: Only one reported, an alternate-plumaged adult at L Babcock on 
25 May (WRS, JS). 
Forster's Tern: Best counts were 85 at L Ogallala on 9 May (SJD) and 10 along 
the Missouri River in Dakota Co the same day (BFH). 
Least Tern: Earliest was in Cass Co on 2 May {GW). All reports for the period 
were from the Platte River, west to the Kearney area. 
Black Tern: Large numbers did not appear until the end of May; 230 were in the 
RWB on 31 May (JS, WRS), and 60 were at CLNWR on 15 May (SJD). Earliest were 
2 at Wood Duck on 4 May (DH). 
Rock Dove: Routine reports. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: This species appears to have begun a major expansion 
into NE. Thanks to Lanny Randolph and Robin Harding, their presence in southcentral 
NE is well recorded. The single bird which wintered at Shelton, the state's first, 
was last reported on 7 April (Marty Mathieson, fide LR, RH), about the same time 
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as a pair carrying nest material was noted at the Roger and Marilyn Newcomb 
residence in Kearney on 22 April; this pair nested and had fledged 2 young by 19 
May. As of this writing, it appears that a second brood is on the way. 
Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 
Monk Parakeet: Jan Paseka observed Monk Parakeets at Freedom Park, Omaha, 
early this spring. The writer and Jim and Sandy Kovanda checked Freedom Park on 
1 O May and found 2 birds. The park attendants stated that 1-2 birds had been 
present for several years, and that 2 nests were under construction this year. 
Interestingly, the birds depart in winter "when it gets cold" and return late 
April-early May. They are also difficult to find during the day when the public is 
present. This is the first report of this species in NE since the 1970's. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: The few reports, of 5 birds, were from the southeast, 
beginning on 14 May with 2 at ADF (LF, CF). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Earliest were one at ADF on 12 May (LF, CF) and 4 at 
Schramm Park the same day (JS). First in the west was in south Sioux Co on 30 
May (HKH). 
Barn Owl: The reliable nesting location just north of Clear Creek Marshes was 
occupied by 2 birds on 5 April (SJD). A report from Pierce Co on 9 April without 
details (B) is from an area of the state where there have been few reports. 
Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 
Great Horned Owl: An adult with a well-grown fledgling was at Wyuka Cem on 9 
May (LE). 
Burrowing Owl: Earliest and best count was 11 in southeast Cheyenne Co,17 
April (SJD). Easternmost were 3 near Harvard, Clay Co (JGJ). 
Barred Owl: Near the western edge of the breeding range, 2 young were seen at 
Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 19 May (KP); adults were seen there on 10 and 23 
May (LE). 
Long-eared Owl: None reported. 
Short-eared Owl: None reported. 
Northern Saw-Whet Owl: None reported. 
Common Nighthawk: Most reports were from the east, the earliest on 8 May in 
Lancaster Co (JS); none reported from the west until 29 May south of Gering, 
Scotts Bluff Co (AK). 
Common Poorwill: Amazingly, one with a broken wing was found in Lincoln, at 
the eastern edge of the migration route, on the record early date of 14 April (JS); 
prior earliest dates were 18 and 24 April. The bird was sent to Tom Labedz at the 
State Museum. Elsewhere, the only report was of calling birds in West Ash Canyon, 
Dawes Co, on 15 May (WM). 
Chuck-will's-widow: The only report was also record early: one at Wolf L area 
in north Saunders Co on 2 May (TH), a regular breeding location for this species 
with a patchy distribution. 
Whip-poor-will: Not a record, but rather early were 3 at FF on 25 April (B). 
Three were 4 miles north of Creighton, Knox Co, on 9 May (DH); migrants are not 
often reported west of the counties along the Missouri Valley. 
Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 
White-throated Swift: Tying the record early date was a single at Scotts Bluff 
NM on 19 April (SJD, JS); a good count of 20 was made there on 17 May (SJD). 
One at Stage Hill Road in the Wildcat Hills on 16 May (SJD) was away from any 
known breeding site. 
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Routine reports. 
Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 
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Lewis' Woodpecker: Not numerous in NE, one was reported in West Ash Canyon 
on 15 May (WM). 
Red-headed Woodpecker: This highly migratory woodpecker was a little late in 
arriving; first in areas where wintering does not take place were 2 in Dixon Co on 
6 May (JJ), one near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 7 May (LR, RH), one in eastern Cherry 
Co on 14 May (RG), and finally one in Scotts Bluff Co on 1 5 May (AK). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Only 4 were reported, all in April and from the 
east, about a normal spring. Singles were at Wehrspann L on 4 April (B), Rulo 
Bluffs, Richardson Co, on 1 2 April (JS), northeast of Ames, Dodge Co, on 16 April 
(DP), and at Wyuka Cem on 21 April (JS). 
Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Northern Flicker: A "red-shafted" bird was at Laurel, Cedar Co, on 10 April 
(B), a late sighting for this bird in the east. Another, reported as a male 
"red-shafted," was at Walgren L, Sheridan Co, on 10 May (BW,DW), rather late for 
a pure "red-shafted" flicker. Most summer birds in the west are hybrids, or 
"salmon-shafted" flickers. 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: First was at FF on 23 May (BP, LP). The only other 
report was of another at Schramm Park on 24 May (JS). 
Western Wood-Pewee: Rather far to the east and rather early was one at 
Valentine NWR on 10 May (LF, CF); no details were provided, however, on what can 
be a difficult identification. Reports from this area are not unprecedented, but none 
is documented. 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: First was in Cass Co on 8 May (GW). One was reported 
west of Wolf L on 24 May (TH). 
Acadian Flycatcher: The only report was of one somewhat northerly at Neale 
Woods on 19 May throughout the period (JS). 
Alder Flycatcher: All reports were, as expected, from the east, first a single 
near Allen, Dixon Co, on 17 May (JJ). One still singing at ADF on 25 May was the 
last reported (LF, CF). 
Willow Flycatcher: Earliest was one identified by calls at Wood Duck on 8 May 
(DH), rather early, and one was assumed to be this species rather than Least by its 
small head, on 5 May near Gibbon in Buffalo Co (LR, RH). In the west, first was at 
Rock Creek L on 14 May (SJD). Best count was 4 at Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May 
(LR, RH). 
Least Flycatcher: There were numerous reports, west to L Ogallala, in the 
period 5-31 May; they were "everywhere" around Seward, Seward Co, on 22 May 
(JG), and 3 were at Schramm Park on 20 May (JS), indicating peak movement. 
Cordilleran Flycatcher: None reported. 
Eastern Phoebe: Earliest was one in the observer's Bellevue yard, Sarpy Co, on 
25 March (BP, LP). Uncommon in the west during migration, only two were 
reported, at Clear Creek Marshes on 18 April (SJD). 
Say's Phoebe: Although uncommon as far east as Kearney Co, the first NE 
sighting occurred there on 29 March (B). A much rarer occurrence was one 
"ticked" in Lancaster and Saunders Counties as it flew from one to the other near 
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Jack Sinn Marsh on 1 8 April (NR). This sighting is only about the 6th southeast of 
Polk Co. Best count was 11 south of Exit 1 on 1-80, Kimball Co, on 8 May (SJD). 
Great Crested Flycatcher: First was in Cass Co on 4 May (GW). Most 
westerly was one at Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May (LR, RH). 
ca s sin• s Kingbird: The only reports came from breeding locations: 2 south of 
Exit 1 on 1-80, Kimball Co, on 8 May (SJD), 3 in Long Canyon on 17 May (JGJ), and 
6 in the canyon south of Redington on 14 May (AK). There are only 4 reports of 
spring migrants east of the breeding range. 
western Kingbird: First was in Cass Co on 29 April (GW), and, in the west, 
singles at Enders Res and Swanson Res, 2 May (SJD). Best count was 8 at FL on 16 
May (JJ). 
Eastern Kingbird: First was at Wolf Lon 5 April (TH), and in the west, at Clear 
Creek Marshes on 8 May (SJD). 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: A great find during the NOU Spring Meeting at 
Scottsbluff was one a mile north of the Scotts Bluff Co line in Sioux Co, 17-19 May 
(Neva Pruess fide AK, HKH, m. ob.). Only about 25 spring sightings for this species 
have been reported. 
Horned Lark: Best count was 1,830 in Scotts Bluff Co on 8 March (SJD). 
Purple Martin: Earliest were 1-2 in South Sioux City on 10 April (BFH). 
Westerly was one at Hultine Basin on 15 April (JGJ). 
Tree Swallow: Earliest, and best count, was 60 at BOL on 26 March (JS), a 
rather early date, followed by 4 at Wehrspann L on 29 March (BP, LP). Another 
good count was SO at Niobrara on 19 April (JJ). Increasing in recent years 
westward, l-4 were noted at Walgren Lon 10 May (BW, OW) and at Winters Creek 
Lon 17 May (BW, OW). 
Violet-:'green Swallow: The only reports were of one at Scotts Bluff NM on 9 
May (SJD) and another there on 16 May (LR, RH). 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Earliest was a single at Wood Duck on 5 
April (DH). 
Bank Swallow: Earliest was at Wolf Lon 25 April (TH), and the best count a 
colony of 30 at Yellowbanks Area, 6 May (DH). In the west, earliest were 4 at 
Walgren L, 10 May (BW, DW). 
Cliff Swallow: Earliest was one at L Ogallala on 18 April (SJD) and the best 
count was 2,000 there on 9 May (SJD). 
Barn Swallow: Earliest were singles at Neale Woods (B) and at FL (B), both on 
12 April. 
Ste 11 er' s Jay: One was reported at Carter Canyon on 1 6 April (B), but no details 
were forthcoming. None reported during the winter, although 2 were present in the 
winter of 1996-97. 
Blue Jay: A good count was 60 at Kenesaw, 26 April (LR, RH). 
Pinyon Jay: These birds are difficult to locate when nesting, but flocks of 5-75 
were noted in western Morrill Co on 1 5-1 7 May (WM, AK, LR, RH), including young 
of the year; 2 used nests were located, one of these probably used this year (WM). 
In the Black Hills, dependent young have been seen as early as mid-April 
(Johnsgard, 1979: Birds of the Great Plajns). 
Black-billed Magpie: An easterly nest was found south of Norfolk in Madison 
Co, 29 March; 3-5 adults were in the area (DH). Nesting occurs regularly east to 
Dakota, Saunders, and Clay Cos. 
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American Crow: Rather gruesome, but normal for this omnivorous species, was 
the sight of 100 birds eating dead geese at FL, 20-22 March (DH, LR, RH). 
Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 
Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Last were in the southeast, far from known breeding 
areas: one was at the observers' Bellevue feeder, Sarpy Co, until 5 May (BP, LP), 
and another was at Nebraska City, Otoe Co, until 30 April (LF, CF). 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 
Brown Creeper: Last in non-breeding locations was one in north Lancaster Co on 
10 April (LE). There were 3 reports of this rare breeder in breeding locations: 4 at 
Chadron SP on 18 April (SJD) may have been migrants, but the species is rare 
there in summer; at the most dependable breeding location, FF, 2 were feeding 
together on 28 April and seen again on the same tree on 2 May (BP, LP); and one 
was singing at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, 24 May (BP, LP). 
Rock Wren: First was rather early at Scottsbluff NM on 18 April (JS,SJD). 
Carolina Wren: The current range was outlined by the reports, which were 
north and west to Schramm SP (JG, JWH); it seems that numbers have declined 
somewhat from those of recent years, although 4 were at Pioneers Park on 1 6 May 
(LE). 
House Wren: Earliest was at ADF on 17 April (LF, CF), about on schedule. 
Winter Wren: The 4 birds reported were migrants in the period 3-19 April, all in 
the Missouri River Valley (B). 
Sedge Wren: Earliest was one at Arbor L, Lancaster Co, on 10 May (LE), and 2 
were in a Dodge Co pasture on 1 6 May; they still sang there on 31 May (DP). One 
that appeared at Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 1 2 May was still present on 31 May (LR, 
RH). Breeding in June is not common; and most birds move through in spring. Most 
breeding in Nebraska occurs in July-September. As expected, none was reported 
west of Gibbon. 
Marsh Wren: This species winters at a few known localities in the North Platte 
Valley; the 3 at Kiowa Springs on 8 March were in this category (SJD). Few 
arrivals of summering birds were reported; the one in Dakota Co on 9 May was 
probably a migrant (BFH). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Few were reported; last in Cass Co, 12 April (GW). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports occurred in the period from 3 April at FF (B) 
and Wood Duck (DH) through 10 May at Wehrspann L (JWH). Uncommon in the west, 
singles were at Clear Creek Marshes on 5 April and 9 May (SJD). 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Earliest in the east were at FF on 14 April (B) and as 
far north as Hoskins on 16 April (B). A few have occurred in recent years north to 
Dakota Co. Amazing numbers were discovered in the west;. in recent years, single 
birds had been noted in the west Panhandle, but this spring no fewer than 1 3 were 
found. Five were north of Exit 1 on 1-80 at Oliver Res, and five more were south of 
Colton in Cheyenne Co, on the same 8 May (SJD). 5 were also reported along Stage 
Hill Road in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts Bluff Co on 16-17 May (SJD), and 3 in Long 
Canyon on 17 May (JGJ). An isolated breeding population in the Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, area has persisted for some time, apparently an outlier of the small 
population in the northeastern Colorado foothills. 
Eastern Bluebird: Best count was a moderate 13 near Wood Duck on 1 April 
(DH). A small breeding population has become established in the nest boxes around 
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WHNC in recent years; a pair was nest building there on 19 April (SJD, JS). 
Earliest west was at James Ranch on 30 March (SL); another was in Dawes Co on 
28 April (RG). 
Mountain Bluebird: Earliest reports of migrants were on 4 March at James 
Ranch (SL) and on 5 March at L Minatare (Brad McKinney, fide AK). A nest with 
eggs in a Ponderosa Pine snag in West Ash Canyon was found on 15 May (WM). 
Breeding occurs regularly east to at least Dawes Co. Easternmost was 1 at 
CLNWR, 15 May (SJD). 
Townsend's Solitaire: None reported. 
Veery: This rare migrant was detected only once, a single bird singing at Platte 
River SP on 24 May (JS). 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: Only 4 were reported, a poor year for this species, but 
amazingly, 2 were from the west, where this species is only a casual migrant. 
Singles were at Ash Hollow SHP on 8 May (SJD) and at L Ogallala on 9 May (SJD). 
There are only about 20 Panhandle reports in spring. The lone eastern birds were at 
Willis on 9 May (BFH) and in Cass Co on 14 May (GW). 
Swainson's Thrush: This usually-common statewide migrant was reported in 
good numbers, in contrast to Gray-cheeked Thrush; best counts were 1 3 in Ash 
Hollow SHP on 8 May (SJD) and 10 at Sutherland Res the same day (SJD). They 
were "everywhere" in Seward Co on 22 May (JG). One was very early, but not 
unprecedented, at Wyuka Cem on 13 April; it had a tail the same color as its back 
and a bold eye-ring (*JS). Last was one at the Gering Cem, 28 May (AK). 
Hermit Thrush: Migrants were reported from 3 April at FF (B) through 3 May at 
FF (JS). Best count was 4 at FF on 4 April (JS). 
Wood Thrush: As expected, all reports came from the Missouri River Valley; 
earliest were at FF (JS) and in Dakota Co (BFH) on 9 May. One was on a nest at 
Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, on 30 May (JS). 
American Robin: Best count was 120 at BOL on 15 March (LE). 
Gray Catbird: Probably overwintering was one at a Bellevue feeder in Sarpy Co 
on 9 March (B); this sighting represents only the 6th March record for the state. 
Most reports were from the east, the earliest, 2 at Wood Duck on 5 May (DH); 
earliest in the west was at Gering Cem on 16 May (AK). A record count was 35 at 
Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May (LR, RH), indicating peak movement. 
Northern Mockingbird: Earliest was at Harvard Lagoon on 15 April (JGJ). This 
species is being reported routinely statewide and has apparently increased its 
numbers in recent years. 
Sage Thrasher: Although generally considered a casual spring migrant, recent 
reports suggest it is a regular migrant in low numbers. Only 2 were found: singles 
south of Exit 1 on 1-80 in Kimball Co and 7 miles west of Bushnell on 1 7 April 
(SJD). 
Brown Thrasher: An amazing sight must have been the 60 near Kenesaw on 26 
April (LR, RH), a record count. 
American Pipit: Migrants were noted statewide on 11 April, 6 at Homer (BFH), 
through 8 May, one at Sutherland Res (SJD), about normal. Best count was 67 at 
Clear Creek Marshes on 18 April (SJD, JS). 
Sprague's Pipit: None reported. 
Cedar Waxwing: Routine reports. 
Northern Shrike: Last were rather far to the southeast: 2 at BOL on 23 March 
(JS). 
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Loggerhead Shrike: Earliest migrant noted away from the wintering range in 
the southeast was in Dixon Co on 29 March (JJ), and one was as far west as 
Stateline Island by 3 May (AK). Nest building was underway as early as 29 March 
in northern Lancaster Co (LE). Good counts were 1 3 in south Cheyenne Co on 17 
April (SJD) and 1 3 south of Exit 1 on 1-80, 8 May (SJD). 
European Starling: Routine reports. 
Bell's Vireo: Earliest was near Lilley, Kimball Co, on 9 May (LR, RH). Best count 
was 6 at Rock Creek Lon 14 May (SJD). 
Blue-headed Vireo: This eastern migrant was reported from 9-23 May, about 
normal. Westernmost report was of one at Shickley on 9 May (JGJ). There are no 
documented records from the western third of the state. 
Plumbeous Vireo: This Rocky Mountain species is an uncommon migrant in the 
west and breeds in the northwest. There were several reports on 1 6-1 7 May, with 
the easternmost at CLNWR on 17 May (JS). 
Yellow-throated Vireo: As expected, reports were from the east, the 
earliest, 2 at ADF on 8 May (LF, CF); the farthest west occurred 3 miles west of 
Meadowlark L, Seward Co, on 23 May (JG). Unexpected, however, was one at 
Halsey on 15 May (RG). 
Warbling Vireo: Earliest in the east was one near Denton on 26 April (JS), and 
in the west, one was at Sutherland Res on 8 May (SJD). Best count was 7 at 
Pioneers Park on 16 May (LE). 
Philadelphia Vireo: None reported. 
Red-eyed Vireo: Earliest were in Cass Co on 4 May (GW). There were "many" at 
Schramm Park by 24 May (JG). 
Golden-winged Warbler: Surprisingly, in light of numerous records in recent 
years, only one was reported, at FF on 11 May (NR). 
Tennessee Warbler: Essentially an eastern migrant, best count was 23 at 
Pioneers Park on 16 May (LE). Reports were in the period 8-30 May. Rare in the 
west, none was noted west of one at Halsey on 15 May (RG). 
Orange-crowned Warbler: An early statewide migrant, the first was one at 
Blair on 12 April (B), and the last departed ADF on 22 May (LF, CF). Best counts 
were 20 at Lilley, Kimball Co, on 9 May (LR, RH) and 11 at Sutherland Res on 8 
May (SJD). 
Nashville Warbler: This was a low spring for this eastern migrant, with only 
about 12 reported, and a high count of only 3, at Basswood Area on 9 May (BFH). 
Reports were in the period 4-25 May, all in the Missouri River Valley. 
Virginia's Warbler: Only the 2nd documented record for the state was a male at 
that renowned birding hotspot, the Bushnell Cem, 17 May (* JGJ). Migrants 
probably pass through the west Panhandle in very low numbers, especially in light 
of this spring's discovery of over 100 in the South Dakota Black Hills. Where might 
they nest in NE? 
Northern Parula: In recent years, FF has hosted a small population; first there 
was noted on 18 April (BP, LP), and the most there, 3, on 29 April (JS). The only 
. report elsewhere was one at Towle Park, Omaha, 11 May (NR). 
Yellow Warbler: First was rather early at Gleason Lagoon on 24 April (B), and 
the best count, 45, at Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May (LR, RH). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: As expected, reports were easterly, all in the period 
9-26 May, both seen by the same observer (NR). Some 11 birds were reported in 
all. 
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Magnolia Warbler: Definitely a low year, with only about 8 reported, 7 in the 
east in the brief period 20-26 May (JS, JG, BP, LP, DH, LE) and the other far to 
the west in Cemetery Gulch, Scotts Bluff Co, on 16 May (WRS), the 1 3th Panhandle 
spring record. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: This casual statewide migrant was found once: 
a male sighted at the CLNWR Headquarters on 1 5 May (*SJD, *JS). This is only 
about the 21st spring record for the state, and only the 2nd for the Panhandle. Most 
of the few spring records come from the east, with fall records more evenly 
distributed over the state. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: "Myrtles" were reported statewide, as expected, 
from 9 April, in Bellevue, Sarpy Co, (BP, LP), through 16 May, at Pioneers Park 
(LE); best count was 107, reported as "Myrtles" at Lilley, Kimball Co, on 9 May 
(LR, RH). Earliest migrant "Audubon's" was somewhat easterly, at Jensen Lagoon 
on 3 May (LR, RH) and last reported were 6 at CLNWR on 17 May (WRS, JS). At 
least one "Audubon's" was still in the Wildcat Hills on 17 May (AK); breeding is 
unconfirmed there. 
Townsend's Warbler: Much rarer in spring than in fall, one was at L Minatare 
on 17 May (*BW, DW). This spring report is the 10th for the state, but only the 
3rd documented. Most of the undocumented reports are from the central part of 
the state, and one of the documented records is from the east. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: Only 2 reported, a poor year for this albeit 
uncommon species: on 20 May at Towle Park, Omaha (NR), and on 22 May in 
Seward Co (JG). 
Blackbumian Warbler: Another species in low numbers this year, only 7 were 
reported, all in the short period 12-25 May: singles were in Cass Co on 12 May 
(GW), at Schramm Park on 20 and 24 May (JS), Seward on '22 May (JG), Wolf L 
(TH) and FF (BP, LP) on 23 May, and in Cuming Co on 25 May (LE). 
Yellow-throated Warbler: At FF, where there has been a small population in 
recent years, 1-2 were noted beginning 11 April (BP, LP), tying the record early 
date. Exciting was the presence of as many as 5 at the Krimlofski Tract, Neale 
Woods, 17 April-24 May (B, WRS). A single was at Neale Woods on 23 May (JS). 
None reported elsewhere. 
Palm Warbler: This uncommon easterly migrant was reported in the period 2-12 
May, and only 5 were noted. These were at FF on 2 and 5 May (BP, LP), in Dakota 
Co on 9 May (BFH), in Dixon Co on 10 May (JJ), and in Cass Co on 12 May (GW). An 
addition from 1997 was 2 birds at BOL on 27 April apparently of the yellowish 
eastern subspecies Dendroica plamarum hypochrysea (JS), probably only a casual 
migrant in the east. Most NE Palm Warblers are rather pale below. 
Blackpoll Warbler: This was a good spring for this species, which is usually a 
fairly common spring migrant in the east and uncommon in the west. At least 25 
were reported in the period 6-29 May, including 6 at Streeter Park, Aurora, on 1 0 
May (JGJ), and about as far west as one could be, 3 at Stateline Island on 16 May 
(WRS), one at the Gering Cem on 16 May (AK), 2 at Bushnell Cem on 17 May (JGJ), 
and one at Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD). 
Cerulean Warbler: The only report was from FF, where one was found on 9 May 
(JS). Although always present in very low numbers, these birds were not as much 
in evidence at FF as they have been in recent years. 
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Black-and-white Warbler: All reports came from the east, west to Hall Co 
(LR, RH), presumably all migrants, in the period 13 April-22 May. Only singles 
were reported, totalling about 8 birds, a low count. 
American Redstart: Reports were in the period 9-24 May, even though 
summering birds occur in the Missouri River Valley. Best count was 5 at FF on 23 
May (JS). It breeds along the north edge of the state, but westerly migrants away 
from breeding areas are uncommon; singles were at L Ogallala and at Oliver Res on 
9 May (SJD). 
Prothonotary Warbler: FF birds now are being found only at Hidden L, where a 
singing male was found on 5 May at least through 23 May (JS). Another was singing 
in extreme southeastern Washington Co, 14-24 May (BP, LP). Unusual was one at 
Schramm Park on 23 May (JG), and most unusual was one in Scotts Bluff Co on 16 
May (WRS). The latter is only the 2nd spring Panhandle report on record. 
Ovenbird: Routine reports. 
Northern Waterthrush: This species was well-reported from 3-25 May, 
mostly in the eastern and central parts of the state. Although generally considered 
rare in the west, there were 4 reports: as many as 3 were at Walgren L on 10 May 
(BW, OW), and singles were at CLNWR on 15 May (JG), Oliver Res on 16 May 
(SJD), and Scottsbluff on 17 May (WRS). 
Louisiana Waterthrush: Fewer reports than usual, all but one from only 2 
locations. As many as 4 arrived at FF on 11 April (BP, LP, B), but none was 
reported after 25 April, when one was noted (BP, LP). At Platte River SP, one 
appeared on 22 April (B) and 2 remained in a likely breeding location at least 
through 24 May (JS). The exception was one at Wyuka Cem on 9 May (LE), one of 
very few reports away from known breeding locations. 
Kentucky Warbler: One that appeared at Schramm Parle on 9 May (CNK, JS) 
was still present on 31 May (JS). Singles were also at Hummel Park, Omaha, on 1 O 
May (WRS), Neale Woods on 19 May (B), and ADF on 22 May (LF, CF). Breeding 
likely occurs in all these locations. 
Connecticut Warbler: This rare migrant was found twice: singles at Schramm 
Park on 23 May (JG) and at Ashford Scout Camp on 25 May (WRS, JS). 
Mourning Warbler: This species also was reported in lower numbers than in 
recent years. The 3 reports were of one at FF on 23 May (BP, LP), another at 
Ponca SP the same day (DH), and 2 at Bellevue, Sarpy Co, on 24 May (B). 
MacGillivray's Warbler: About 5 were reported, all within a 2-day period, 
17-18 May: as many as 4 were at Oliver Res on 17 May (JGJ); singles appeared at 
Cemetery Gulch and Scotts Bluff Co on 17-18 May (SJD, NR), and at Bushnell Cem 
(JGJ) and Kimball City Park on 17 May (JGJ). 
Common Yellowthroat: Earliest was one at ADF on 26 April (LF, CF), and best 
counts were 24 in Lancaster Co on 10 May (LE) and 12 in Dixon Co on 24 May (JJ). 
Hooded Warbler: This casual spring migrant was reported twice: one at 
Pioneers Park on 9 May (KP) and a singing male at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, 
on 23 May (JS). 
Wilson's Warbler: This statewide migrant, usually fairly common, was 
reported in low numbers relative to recent years, with only about 8 in all, in the 
period 8-24 May. 
Canada Warbler: Rare in spring and a late migrant, this species lived up to this 
status, with only one reported: a single at Krimlofski Tract on 24 May (BP, LP). 
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Yellow-breasted Chat: Generally only casual in the east, a single was at Wood 
Duck on 14 May (DH). Good counts of 9 at each location were made at Rock Creek L 
on 1 4 May (SJD) and at Cemetery Gulch on 17 May (SJD). This species is locally 
common in the west. 
summer Tanager: The first to arrive at the traditional breeding location at 
Schramm Park was found on 9 May (CNK). Rare away from the southeast, with 
about 1 2 reports prior to this spring, there were 2 such reports, an immature male 
with greenish wings and an orange body was reported at Basswood Area on 9 May 
(BFH), and a subadult male was banded at Halsey on 10 May (RG). 
Scarlet Tanager: Reports were from the Missouri River Valley beginning 9 May. 
Best count was 4 at Schramm Park on 25 May (JWH). Nesting was observed at 
Platte River SP (GW). 
Western Tanager: Routine reports. 
Northern Cardinal: About as far west as this species occurs in any numbers, 
Ash Hollow SHP, 3 were found on 9 May (BW, OW). At least one pair remained just 
east of Scottsbluff (AK) throughout the report period. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Far to the west, one was reported at WHNC on 16 
May (AK); this species is a casual migrant in spring in the Panhandle. Earliest was 
at FF on 29 April (B). At about the western edge of the breeding range in the Platte 
River Valley, at least one pair "must be nesting" as of 31 May; 2 males and 2 
females had been present (LR, RH). 
Black-headed Grosbeak: First was at James Ranch, 7 May (SL). Individuals 
were noted east to Kearney on 9 May and Gibbon on 23-29 May (LR, RH), and at 
Halsey on 11 and 15 May (LF, CF, RG). These locations are at the eastern edge of 
the breeding range. 
Blue Grosbeak: Earliest were at Wehrspann L (JWH) and north Lancaster Co 
(LE), 10 May. The few reports were statewide. 
Lazuli Bunting: Earliest was south of Gering on 3 May, and 7 were there on 22 
May (AK). It was conspicuous in the Wildcat Hills on 16-17 May, with 4 at Stage 
Hill Rd on 1 7 May (SJD) and duelling males in Carter Canyon on 16 May (WRS). 
None reported east of the Panhandle. A hybrid with Indigo Bunting was south of 
Gering on 1 6 May (AK). 
Indigo Bunting: Reports were from Missouri River and Lower Platte Valley 
counties, first in Sarpy Co (CNK) and at ADF (LF, CF) on 9 May. 
Dickcissel: None reported west of Pierce, Dodge, and Saunders Cos (DH, DP, TH). 
Earliest was in Cass Co on 4 May (GW). Best count was 10 in northwest Pierce Co, 
9 May (DH). 
Green-tailed Towhee: As observers check brushy areas, more of these birds 
are being found, although it is still only casual in spring. Singles were found south 
of Gering on 2 May (AK), south of Exit 1 on 1-80 on 16 May (JS, SJD, JG), in 
Cemetery Gulch and Scotts Bluff Co, on 16 May (JS, m. ob.), at Bushnell Cem on 17 
May (JGJ), and south of Gering on 31 May (AK), the latter rather late. 
Eastern Towhee: Reports were from the eastern part of the range, north to 
Ponca SP, west of where (in northern NE) most birds are hybrids or Spotted 
Towhees. It leaves the northern part of the range in winter; one had returned to 
Hoskins by 16 April (BFH). A good count was of 5 males at Basswood Area on 9 
May (BFH). 
Spotted Towhee: In the east, this species is mostly a winter visitor; one was at 
the observer's feeder through the winter until at least 7 March (NR). A movement 
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of migrants can also be detected in the east; presumably in this category were a 
few birds seen from Lancaster and Cuming Cos eastward in the period 1 3 April {B) 
through 13 May (DH). At Wolf L, where the summering towhees are Eastern, the 
last Spotted was noted on 10 May (TH). Certainly migrants were 45 at Lilley on 9 
May (LR, RH), and 35 at Kenesawon 26 April (LR, RH). 
Cassin's Sparrow: None reported. 
American Tree Sparrow: Best count was 105 in Lancaster Co on 15 March 
(LE), and last to leave was one at Buckskin Hills on 11 April (BFH). 
Chipping Sparrow: Earliest was rather early in Dixon Co, 26 March (JJ); one 
had reached the northwest in Dawes Co by 28 April (RG). Best count was 75 in 
Lancaster Co on 27 April (LE). 
Clay-colored Sparrow: Migrants were reported statewide in the period 24 
April, at Gibbon (LR, RH), through 23 May, at the ADF (CF, LF), with best count a 
modest 45 in Long Canyon on 9 May (SJD). One was singing in suitable breeding 
habitat at the south end of Ponca SP on 25 May (WRS, JS). Breeding is not well 
documented in NE. 
Brewer's Sparrow: The only reports could be called routine: one south of Exit 
1 on 1-80 on 2 May (SJD) and 3 singing in the same area on 16 May (JS). 
Field Sparrow: Earliest was at Cunningham Lon 28 March (B), and best count 
was 10 at Sacramento-Wilcox on 11 April (LR, RH); reports were westward to 
Phelps Co. This species is a rare migrant in the Panhandle, where the western 
subspecies Spizella pusil/a arenacea probably accounts for most if not all of the 
reports; S. p. arenacea is paler and more grayish than the common eastern 
subspecies S. p. pusilla, and lacks the rusty markings to the rear of the eye. One 
with characteristics of arenacea was reported south of Colton on 8 May (SJD), and 
a Field Sparrow was reported without details at Cemetery Gulch, Scotts Bluff Co, 
on 16 May (JG). 
Vesper Sparrow: Earliest was a single at Sinninger Lagoon on 29 March (BP, 
LP) and 2 at Arbor L, Lancaster Co, the same day (LE). Except for the east, most 
birds in the south are migrants; reports were in the period 29 March-17 May (BP, 
LP, SJD, LR, RH). Best count was 15 in Dixon Co on 10 April (JJ). 
Lark Sparrow: Earliest were 3 in Otoe Co on 27 April (LF, CF), a rather late 
arrival date. 
Black-throated Sparrow: The wintering bird in Omaha stayed until 12 April 
(Marilyn Jensen, pers. comm. WRS). 
Lark Bunting: Earliest were 20 in Kimball Co on 10 May (AK), and best count 
was 250 in the western Panhandle on 1 5 May (WRS). 
Savannah Sparrow: Migrants were reported west to Phelps Co on 28 March 
(TH) through 17 May (MU, LF, CF). Best count was 25 at Jack Sinn Marsh on 25 
April (LE). 
Baird's Sparrow: There were 2 reports; and as observers concentrate on this 
bird, reports should increase. Conventional wisdom has it that it migrates 
primarily through the Panhandle in native grasslands, but this spring's records 
suggest otherwise. One was at Clear Creek Marshes on 9 May in non-native 
(brome?) grassland edge (*SJD); and unbelievable if it had not been extensively 
photographed at very close range was one which remained at the same spot 6 miles 
north and a half mile west of Bradshaw in York Co on 26 April-10 May 
(* JGJ, *JS). The 2 6 April date is the earliest documented in NE by one day, 
although there is a report from Sarpy Co on 1 2 April which was not accepted by the 
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NOURC; perhaps it will be reevaluated soon in light of developing knowledge of this 
migrant poorly understood in NE. Documented records are (now) in the period 26 
April-11 May, and all reports from 12 April to 23 May. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: Earliest were somewhat late, 3 May, all in east and 
central NE (DH, LR, RH). Best count was 14 singing at Standing Bear L on 27 May 
(NR). None reported from the west. 
Henslow's Sparrow: A burn at the traditional Burchard L spot south of the 
prairie-chicken blinds changed the habitat, and the birds were not present there 
(WRS, JS). At least 2 were singing, however, at a new location in prairie at 
Meadowlark L, in northeastern Seward Co, 30-31 May (JG, WRS, JS). Another 
was reported from Boyer Chute on 3 May but without details of either the bird or 
habitat (B). 
LeConte's Sparrow: Essentially an eastern migrant, only singles were 
reported, all from the Missouri Valley in the period 18 April (NR) through 6 May 
(NR). 
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: None reported. 
Fox Sparrow: Also an eastern migrant (the reddish eastern race Passerel/a 
i/iacailiaca iliaca; western races may be casual in the west), reports were from 
Lancaster and Saunders Counties in the east from 22 March (TH) through 29 April 
(LF, CF), the best count an excellent 22 on 1 April at Wood Duck (DH). 
Song Sparrow: Best count was SO at Wood Duck on 2 April (DH). More than one 
was at Kenesaw Marsh on 31 May (LR, RH), suggestive of breeding there. 
Lincoln's Sparrow: The one at a feeder at Gibbon on 7 March (LR, RH) was very 
early, but not unprecedented; the rest of the reports were in the period 3 April (B) 
through 24 May (LF, CF) statewide. Best count was 30 at Kenesaw, 26 April (LR, 
RH). 
Swamp Sparrow: Reports were from presumed non-breeding locations, all in the 
Missouri River Valley, in the period 22 March (BFH), a rather early date for the 
northeast, through 6 May (NR). Best count was 7 on 28 April at FF (BP, LP). 
White-throated Sparrow: Reports for this easterly migrant came from Lilley 
eastward in the period 1 S March (LE) through 1 0 May (JWH, LE), with a rather late 
bird in Cuming Co on 25 May (LE). A few winter in the southeast on occasion; these 
may account for early reports. Most migrants pass through around 1 May. 
White-crowned Sparrow: Most wintering and migrant white-crowns in NE are 
of the pale-colored race lonotrichia leucophrys gambelii; the black-colored race, 
Z.I. leucophrys, is essentially a migrant in the east. Birds identified to race were 
all Z. I. gambelii, and all were from Sacramento to Wilcox west, in the period 8 
March-2 May; best count was 91 at Enders Res on 2 May (SJD). The rest of the 
reports were in the period 6 April (DP)-25 May (LR, RH). 
Harris' Sparrow: Last were 3 at Pilger Area on 14 May (DH). Best count was 
1 00 ("more than I can remember") in the observer's yard in southwest Dixon Co on 
7 May (JJ). Reports were all from the east and central portions of the state. 
Dark-eyed Junco: Last "Oregon" and "Slate-colored" Juncos left James Ranch 
by 30 March (SL). A bird southeast of Bellevue on 1 2-13 April was identified as a 
"Gray-headed" Junco (B); no details have been provided, however. Some 
"Pink-sided" Juncos can be rather red-backed, but true "Gray-headed" Juncos have 
no brownish-cinnamon coloration on the flanks. There are only 4 documented 
records of this form for NE but about 45 reports in all. For the species, the last 
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reported was one at Gibbon on 1 April (LR, RH). Best count was 140 in Otoe Co on 
25 March (LF, CF). 
McCown's Longspur: Earliest was a male southwest of Bushnell on 21 March 
(SJD), record early by 2 days. Incredible was the count of 1,732 in south Kimball 
Co on 19 April (SJD, JS), clearly indicating peak movement. 
Lapland Longspur: Best count was 2,000 northwest of Wakefield on 1 March 
(JJ), presumably migrants. Last were 500 in Dixon Co on 1 April (JJ). 
Chestnut-collared Longspur: Earliest were 18 south of Kimball, 4 April 
(SJD). Five had returned to the most easterly breeding location known, northeast 
of O'Neill, by 13 April (DH), and 3 were believed nesting near Walgren L on 9 May 
(BW, DW); the latter is also a known nesting area. 
Snow Bunting: None reported. 
Bobolink: A late migrant, the earliest arrival was one at Little Salt Fork Marsh 
on 4 May (JS). Best count was good for spring: 100 at Rowe Sanctuary on 24 May 
(LR, RH). 
Red-winged Blackbird: Best count was 35,000 at Kiowa Springs on 8 March 
(SJD). 
Eastern Meadowlark: This species occurs in large numbers in a few suitable 
locations in the Panhandle, notably CLNWR. Four were at Clear Creek Marshes and 
another north of Oshkosh on 9 May (BW, DW). 
Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Tying the record early arrival date of migrants, but 
thought by the observer to have overwintered, were 4 males east of Gering on 8 
March (SJD). Migrants had arrived in strength by mid-April, when 1 0,000 were at 
FL, 19 April (LR, RH). 
Rusty Blackbird: This species is an easterly migrant; the farthest west report 
was of at least one at FL on 1 3 March (B). Spring migration is protracted, beginning 
in late Feb; no large counts were reported, although 40 were at FF on 5 April (BP, 
LP). 
Brewer's Blackbird: Earliest were 3 near Wood Duck, 2 April (DH); this 
species is a rare migrant in the east. Mollhoff provided interesting breeding data 
from western Morrill Co; a canyon south of Redington is the southeastern-most 
breeding location known in NE. At least 15 pairs were present on 15-1 6 May; an 
active nest with eggs was found on 16 May, and at least 3 females were carrying 
nesting material (WM). 
Great-tailed Grackle: Arrival is in late March; first was one at Charlie's Grill 
in Omaha on 21 March (B), and numbers quickly followed, with 35, mostly males, 
at Nebraska City, Otoe Co, by 23 March (LF, CF). By 9-19 April, there were up to 
100 at FL (B), a favored breeding location among several in the RWB. Colonization 
of the northeast continues. A male appeared as far north as Crystal Cove L, 27 
March (BFH), and 4, including 3 males, were nearby along the Missouri River on 9 
May (BFH). The establishing breeding population at Wood Duck returned on 26 
March, when 2 males and 2 females were present (DH); the group increased to 9 
males and 8 females on 18 April (DH). Colonization of the west continues also: 4 
males and 3 females were nest building at Kiowa Springs on 17 May (SJD). A single 
was at Clear Creek Marshes on 9 May (BW, DW). 
Common Grackle: Best count was 2,000 at ADF, 9 April (LF, CF). 
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Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were from the east, first in Cass Co on 1 
March (GW) and 4 birds at a Bellevue feeder on 9 March (B). No large counts were 
reported. 
Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 
Baltimore Oriole: Western-most report was of one below Keystone Dam on 14 
May (SJD); this species is a rare spring migrant in the Panhandle, although "pure" 
Baltimores are unlikely that far west. Best count was 13 in Pioneers Park on 16 
May (LE). 
Bullock's Oriole: Routine Reports. 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report of this rare Panhandle winter 
visitor was of a flock of 21 north of Henry on 8 March (SJD). 
Purple Finch: Few are reported these days. Are they being overlooked among 
House Finches, or are they at a low period of a population cycle? Only about 5 
birds were reported (DH, LP, BP), west to Rowe Sanctuary, where one was noted 
on 26 April (B), rather late and somewhat westerly for this species. 
Cassin's Finch: None reported. 
House Finch: The winter movements of these birds are somewhat mysterious; 
summer populations seem to depart and reappear in spring; a group reappeared at 
the observer's Dodge Co feeders on 1 0 March after a winter absence (DP). 
Probably the last area to be occupied by this species is the central and northwest 
Sandhills; 9 were at Hay Springs on 9 May (BW, DW), and one was at Halsey on 15 
May (RG). 
Red Crossbill: Of interest was the presence of a flock of 30-40 at the WHNC 
feeders throughout the period; many juveniles were in this group (SJD), although 
their provenance can only be guessed. Breeding in this species is erratic, but most 
egg-laying occurs Dec-Aug. 
White-winged Crossbill: The wintering birds at Norfolk's Lutheran Cem 
remained until at least 5 March, when 1 1 were present (DH). 
Common Redpoll: Following a fairly good winter for this species, there were 
several reports; all were of single birds, most at feeders, statewide until 1 6 
March, when one was at James Ranch (SL). 
Pine Siskin: Routine reports. 
American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 
Evening Grosbeak: None reported. 
House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
* * * * * 
COOPERATIVE WHOOPING CRANE TRACKING PROJECT 
(February 1998 - May 1998) 
(An edited version of the United States Department of the Interior report follows.) 
Whooping crane spring and fall migrations are monitored each year. 
Sighting reports are forwarded to the Ecological Services Field Office of the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife service, Grand Island, Nebraska by private organizations, State 
and Federal conservation agencies, and the Canadian Wildlife Service. Cooperation 
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throughout the whooping crane flyway continues to be excellent. Special thanks go 
out to each participant. 
Between 1977 and 1988, 132 juvenile whooping cranes were color marked 
on the breeding grounds; of these 40 were accounted for during the winter of 
1997-98. One color-marked crane was observed during the spring migration. All 
sightings of color-marked whooping cranes during migration are maintained at the 
Grand Island office. We cannot over-emphasize the importance of 
observers looking closely for the colored leg bands. 
Repeat sightings of the same birds at the same location during a stopover 
period are not included when known to be repeats. Only sightings classified as 
confirmed, based on whooping crane recovery plan criteria, are shown in the 
report. Probable and unconfirmed sightings are not shown. All whooping crane 
reports received from the United States are on record in the Grand Island Ecological 
Services Field Office and are available upon request. 
A peak population of 182 (152 adult/subadult and 30 juvenile) whooping 
cranes was reported at Aransas during the winter of 1997-98. This total includes 
a juvenile which wintered with sandhill cranes about 90 miles northeast of Aransas 
in Brazoria County, Texas. One adult female was not found during aerial surveys in 
March 1998; she is presumed dead. As Figure One illustrates, an estimated 181 
whooping cranes migrated north in the spring of 1998, a net increase of 21 birds 
from the 160 present in spring, 1997. Departures from Aransas began about one 
week ahead of average. All cranes had migrated by April 30. 
Figure One 
Chronological departure of whooping cranes from Aransas NWR, Texas; spring, 
1988. Numbers do not inlcude juveniles that wintered in Brazoria County, Texas. 
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The first dates recorded for confirmed observations of migrating whooping 
cranes were April 1 2 in Canada and February 1 5 in the United States. The last 
sighting date was May 5. Sightings were reported from Kansas, 5; Nebraska, 1 O; 
South Dakota, 2; North Dakota, 1 3; and Saskatchewan, Canada, 10. No confirmed 
sightings were reported in either Texas or Oklahoma. 
The peak of the migration appeared to be between April 1 0 and 20. Strong 
south winds during Easter weekend (April 1 1 - 1 2) aided the migration, and birds 
moved quickly from Texas to North Dakota. A subadult was confirmed on the Platte 
River in central nebraska on February 15, and stayed until March 25. This was the 
second earliest spring sighting ever in Nebraska. A juvenile separated from its 
parents on April 1 8 in northwestern North Dakota and remained in the area until 
May 17. 
Use-site evaluations were continued this fall. Your continued assistance is 
essential to the evaluations. Please contact Mr. Wally Jobman, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service if observation details are desired (203 West Second Street, 
Federal Building, Second Floor, Grand Island, NE, 58801; commercial telephone: 
(308) 382-6468, ext. 16; FAX (308) 384-8835; or e-mail, 
wally _jobman@mail. fws .gov). 
Figure Two 
Whooping Crane Migration Routes 
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Confirmed 
Spring 1998 Whooping Crane Sightings in the U.S.A. 
State/Obs. Date No. Location 
NE 98A-1 02/15- Hall Co., Platte River, 3 mi 
03/25/98 west of Doniphan. T9N, Rl 1 W, 
Sl 4, NE4; Tl ON, Rl OW,S34, SE4, 
SW4; T9N, Rl OW, S3, 4, 9, 10. 
KS 98A-2 02/19/98 Meade Co., 2 mi west of Fowler. 
T30S, R27W, S35 
NE 98A-3 03/23- Hall/Hamilton Cos., 4 mi. 
02/09/98 East and 5 1 /2 nort of 
Doniphan, Platte River. 
TION, R9W, Sl 2, NE4; Sl 2, NW4 
SW4; Sl, SW4; Tl ON, R8W, S7, 
NW4; S8, NE4; S4, NE4. 
NE 98A-4 03/27-28/98 1+ Hall Co., 4 mi. south of the 
Alda 1-80 Interchange. 
T9N, Rl OW, Sl 8, SW4;T9N, Rl 1 W, 
S24, SW4. 
NE 98A-5 03/28 2 Brown Co., 1 mi. South and 
04/01/98 1 west of Ainsworth. 
T30N, R22W, S34, SE4, SW4; 
T29N, R22W, S4, NE4. 
Doniphan. Tl ON, R10W,S35, SW4. 
NE 98A-6 03/30/98 Hall Co., Platte River, 1 3/4 
mi west and 1 1 /4 north of 
NE 98A-7 04/03/98 Hall Co., 3 mi east and 2 north 
of 1-80 Alda interchange. 
Tl ON, Rl OW, S22, NW4. 
NE 98A-8 04/07/98 4 +1 Custer Co., 1 /2 mi, downstream 
from Milburn bridge, Middle Loup 
River. 
T20N, R21 W, S 1 0, SW4; S9, NE4. 
NE 98A-9 04/07/98 2 Williams Co., 3 mi. south and 
1 mile west of Hanks. 
Tl 59N, Rl 02W, S35, SE4. 
NE 98A-10 04/05/98 4 + 1 Holt Co., 7 mi south of Stuart. 
T29N, Rl 6W, 513. G-nil. 
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State/Obs. Date 
KS 98A-11 04/08-09/98 
KS 98A-12 04/10/98 
KS 98A-13 04/12-14/98 
NE 98A-14 04/14-16/98 
ND 98A-15 04/13/98 
NE 98A-16 04/14/98 
ND 98A-17 04/15-16/98 
ND 98A-18 04/15/98 
ND 98A-19 04/17/98 
ND 98A-20 04/12/98 
ND 98A-21 04/13/98 
ND 98A-22 04/13/98 
ND 98A-23 04/20/98 
ND 98A-24 04/17-
05/17 /98 
ND 98A-25 04/15/98 
ND 98A-26 04/21/98 
ND 98A-27 04/21/98 
No. Location 
2 Sedgwick/Kingman Co. Line, 5 
mi. south and 1 west of Cheney. 
T29S, R4W, S2. 
3 Barton Co., 2 mi. east of 
Hoisington. T18S, R13W, S2. 
3 Stafford Co., Quivira, NWR. 
T21S, R11W, S22, NW4. 
6 Custer Co., 5 mi west and 2 
north of Merna. 
T18N,R22W,S20,SE4;529,NE4; 
529, SE4; S29, SW4; 528. 
3 Mountrail Co., 6 mi. east and 13 
north of Parshall. 
T154N, R88W, 528. 
2 Hall Co., 6 1 /2 mi. south and 
1 1 /2 west of Wood River. 
T9N, R12W, S26, SW4; S25, NW4 
2 Divide Co., 2 mi. south and 5 
west of Crosby. T163N, R98W, 
533, 5W4. GWG-nil. 
2 Divide Co., 3 mi. south and 5 
west of Crosby. 
T162N, R98W, SS, 5E4. 
2+ 1 Ward Co., 2 mi. south of Norma. 
T1 GON, R87W, S7, SE4. 
2 Mclean Co., 1 mi. south and 4 west 
of Coleharbor. T147N, R83W. 
3 Mclean Co., 2 mi. north of 
Coleharbor. T147N, R83W. 
3 Mclean Co., 4 mi. north of 
Garrison. T149N, R84W. 
1 Burleigh Co., 4 mi. east of Moffit, 
Long Lake NWR.T137N, R76W, S13. 
2+ 1 Divide Co., 7 mi. south and 3 west 
of Crosby. T161N, R98W, S2, 
NW4. Parents gone on 4/18; chick 
last seen 1 /17. 
5 Rolette Co., flying over Willow Lake 
NWR, 8 mi. north and 4 west of 
Dunseith. T163N, R73W. 
4 Wells Co., flying 5 mi. east of 
Bowdon. T146N, R73W. 
6 Stutsman Co., flying 3 mi. east of 
and 11 north of Woodworth. 
T144N, R68W. 
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State/Obs. Date No. Location 
KS 98A-28 04/07/98 5 Stafford Co., Quivira NWR, 
T21S, Rl lW, S27, NW4. 
SD 98A-29 02/11/98 Sully Co., flying 17 mi. north 
of Pierre, Okobojo Point, Lake 
Oahe. T113N, R80W, Sl 7. 
SD 98A-30 05/03/98 Lyman Co., 2 mi. east and 3 
south of Presho. 
Tl OSN, R67W, S31, NW4 
***** 
NOU FALL FIELD DAYS COUNT, 1997; MAY NAMC COUNT, 1998 
The NOU count during Fall Field Days, September 26-28, focused on areas in and 
around the Nebraska National Forest and includes reports from 6 counties: Blaine, 
Thomas, Cherry, Brown, Custer, and Logan. This year's count of 122 species is a 
record for NOU Fall Field Days; last year, the count registered 11 6 species. 
Especially notable sightings included a Red-necked Grebe at Willow Lake in Brown 
County; a Broad-winged Hawk in the Forest; a Rough-legged Hawk in Thomas 
County; and a LeConte's Sparrow also at Willow Lake in Brown County. 
North American Migration Counts (NAMC) for Lincoln and Sarpy Counties are also 
included in this report. The Tout Bird Club of North Platte compiled the Lincoln 
Country report on its May 16, 1998, outing. Observers were Howard and Wilma 
Wyman, Harold and Esther Cunningham, Pat and Betty McEvoy, Marie Evans, Nancy 
Norton, and Greg Hoover. With a clear sky all day and winds from the southeast at 
5 -1 5 mph, their survey began at 7:30 a.m. and concluded at 6:00 p.m. This 
year's count totaled 99 species. 
This year's NAMC May 9, 1998, count for Sarpy County registered 137 species by 
22 observers: Betty Allen, Mark Armstrong, Kathryn Barclay, Elliot Bedows, 
Laurine Blankenau, Duane Bright, Manit Bunnimit, Earl and Sharon Duignan, Dick 
Gilson, Ruth Green, Betty Grenon, Diane Guinn, Craig Hensley, Debbie Hunsberger, 
Clem Klaphanke, Janet and Ray Korpi, Jim and Sandy Kovanda, Jill Medland, 
Georgianne Meyer, Judi Miller, William Moak, Janice and Don Paseka, Dick 
Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Kathleen Rose, Jerry Toll, Diane West, and Pam 
Whistler. 
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Betty Allen compiled the following statistics about the Sarpy County count: 
Party Party Party Party 
Miles Miles Total Hours Hours Total 
on Foot by Car Miles on Foot by Car Hours 
Schram 3 3 4 4 
Schram 10 10 3 3 
Schram 3 3 4 4 
Chalco Hills 3 76 79 6.5 4.5 11 
Cedar Hills 6 48 54 6 2 8 
Central 3 1 4 2 35 37 
FF 19.3 4 23.3 16.5 0.25 16.75 
FF-Bright 
40.3 139 179.3 44 44.75 88.76 
Temp: 50's-60's Observers: 22 
Sky: Partly Cloudy Parties: 10 
Wind: 5-10 mph SE Start Time: 5:30 a.m. 
Stop Time: 6:00 p.m 
Table 1. The following chart lists species confirmed from the NOU Fall Field Days' 
report, which includes the Nebraska National Forest (NNF), surrounding counties, 
and Logan County. The North American Migration Counts (NAMC) are also included 
for Sarpy and Lincoln counties; the Sarpy statistics indicate the number of 
individual species seen. X = species present. 
I COUNTIES IN THE NOU FALL COUNT NAMC COUNT 
Species NNF Blaine Thomas Cherry Brown CUster Logan Sarpy LincOln 
Pied-billed Grebe x x x x 7 
Homed Grebe x 
Eared Grebe x 
Western Grebe x x x 
American White x x 
Pelican 
Double-aested x x x 6 x 
Cormorant 
American Bittern 1 
Great Blue Heron x x x 2 
Great Egret x 
cattle Egret x 
The Nebraska Bjrd Reyjew Yo!. 66 No.2 
Species NNF Blaine Thomas Cherry Brown Custer Logan Sarpy Lincoln 
Green Heron 1 x 
Black-crowned Night 1 
Heron 
Trumpeter Swan x x 
Canada Goose x x 55 x 
Wood Duck x x x x 101 x 
Green-winged Teal x x 
Mallard x x x 6 x 
Northern Pintail x x 
Blue-winged Teal x x x x x x 40 x 
Northern Shoveler x x x 5 x 
Gadwall x 
American Wigeon x x 
Canvasback x 
Redhead x x 
Greater Scaup x 
Lesser Scaup x 29 x 
Ruddy Duck x x x 
Turkey Vulture x x x x x 46 x 
Osprey 1 x 
Bald Eagle 1 
Northern Harrier x x x x x x 
Sharirshinned Hawk x x 
Cooper's Hawk x 2 
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 
Broad-winged Hawk x 6 
Swainson's Hawk x x x x 2 x 
Red-tailed Hawk x x x x x 8 x 
Ferruginous Hawk x x 
Rough-legged Hawk x 
Golden Eagle x 
American Kestrel x x x x x x 4 x 
Prairie Falcon x 
Ring-necked x x x 12 x 
Pheasant 
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Species NNF Blaine Thomas Cherry Brown Custer Logan 5arpy Lincotn 
Greater Prairie- x x x x 
Chicken 
WUdTurkey x x x 21 x 
Northern Bobwhite 5 x 
American Coot x x x 169 x 
Black-bellied Plover x 
American Golden- x 
Plover 
Semipalmated Plover x 
Piping Plover 
Kildeer x x x x 38 x 
Greater Y ellowlegs x x x 3 x 
Lesser YeDowlegs x x 7 x 
Willet x 
Spotted Sandpiper 11 
Upland Sandpiper x 
Long-billed Curlew x 
Sanderling x 
Sernipalmated x 
Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper x 13 
White-rumped 20 
Sandpiper 
Baird's Sandpiper x 
Pectoral Sandpiper x 1 
Long-billed Dowitcher x 
Common Snipe x x 
American Woodcock 2 
Wilson's Phalarope x x 
.. 
Franklil's Guff x x x 
Ring-billed Gull x x 4 
Forster's Tern x x 
Black Tern x 
Rock Dove x x 28 x 
Mourning Dove x x x x x x 132 x 
Black-billed Cuckoo 2 
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Species NNF Blaine Thomas Cherry Brown Custer Logan Sarpy Lincoln 
Barn Owt x 
Eastern Saeech-Owl x 1 
Great Homed Owt x x 1 x 
Burrowing Owl x 
Barred Owl 3 
Common Poorwill x 
Chimney Swift 19 x 
Ruby-throated 1 
Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher x x x x 9 x 
Red-headed x x 71 x 
Woodpecker 
Red-belUed 58 x 
Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker x x x 45 x 
--
Hairy Woodpecker x x 6 x 
Northern Fficker x x x x x 66 x 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 9 x 
Least Flycatcher 6 
Eastern Phoebe x 6 
Say's Phoebe x 
Great Crested 17 x 
Flycatcher 
Western Kingbird x x 2 x 
Eastern Kingbird 39 x 
Horned Lark x x x x 
Purple Martin 13 
Tree Swallow 26 x 
Northern Rough- x 109 x 
winged Swallow 
Bank Swallow x 
CHff swanow x 516 x 
Barn Swallow x x x x x 117 x 
Blue Jay x x x x 279 x 
mack-billed Magpie x x 
American Crow x x x x x 65 x 
Black-capped x x x 221 x 
Chickadee 
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Species NNF Blaine Thomas Cherry Brown Custer Logan Sarpy Lincoln 
Tufted Titmouse 58 
Red-breasted x x 
Nuthatch 
White-breasted x 56 
Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 2 
Carolina Wren 6 
House Wren x 476 x 
Ruby-aowned x x 5 
Kinglet 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 3 
Eastern Bluebird x x x x 31 x 
Mountain Bluebird x 
Town sen d's Solitaire x 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 1 
Swainson's Thrush 23 x 
Hermit Thrush x 
Wood Thrush 7 
American Robin x x x x x 357 x 
Gray Gatbird 20 x 
Northern Mockingbird 2 x 
Brown Thrasher x x 64 x 
American Pipit x x 
Bohemian Waxwing 
Cedar Waxwing x 1 x 
Loggerhead Shrike x x 
European Starling x x x x x 456 x 
Bell's Vireo 2 
Y etlow-throated Vireo 4 
Warblilg Vireo 38 
Reef.eyed Vireo 10 
Golden-winged 1 
Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler x 15 
Orange-a owned x x x x 17 
Warbler 
Nashllile Warbler x 1 
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Species NNF Blline Thomas Cherry Brown Custer Logan Sarpy Uncoln 
Northern Parula 8 
Yellow Warbler 6 x 
Chestnut-sided 1 
Warbler 
Yellow-rumped x x 58 x 
Warbler 
Black-throated Green 2 
Warbler 
Palm Warbler 3 
Blackpoll Warbler 2 
Cerulean Warbler 1 
Black-and-white 4 
Warbler 
American Redstart 6 
Prothonotary Warbler 2 
Ovenbird 5 
Northern 3 
Waterthrush 
Louisiana 1 
Waterthrush 
Kentucky Warbler 2 
Common x 168 x 
Yellowthroat 
Wilson's Warbler 2 
Summer Tanager 1 
Scarlet Tanager 6 
Northern Cardinal x 131 x 
Rose-breasted x 18 x 
Grosbeak 
Black-headed x 
Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak x 
Lazuli Bunting x 
Indigo Bunting 13 
Didccissel 20 
Green-tailed Towhee x 
Eastern Towhee x x 42 x 
Spotted Towhee x x x x 
Chipping Sparrow x x x x x 133 x 
Clay-colored Sparrow x x x x x 11 x 
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Species NNF Blaine Thomas Cherry Brown Custer Logan Sarpy Lincoln 
Field Sparrow x x 30 x 
Vesper Sparrow x x x x x x x 1 
Lark Sparrow x 7 x 
Lark Bunting x x 
Savannah Sparrow x x x x x 10 
Grasshopper Sparrow x x 29 x 
LeConte's Sparrow x 
Song Sparrow x 52 
Lincoln's Sparrow x x 14 
Swamp Sparrow 1 
White-throated 26 
Sparrow 
White-aowned x x x x 12 x 
Sparrow 
Harris' Sparrow x x 215 x 
Dark-eyed Junco x x 
Bobolink x x x x 9 x 
Red-winged Blackbird 550 x 
Eastern Meadowlark x 16 
Western Meadowlark x x x x x x x 19 x 
Y etlow-lleaded x x 1 x 
Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird x 
Common Grackle x x 779 x 
Brown-headed x x x 142 x 
Cowbird 
Orchard Oriole 1 x 
Baltinore Oriole 66 x 
House Finch x x 34 x 
Red Crossbill x x 
Pine Siskin x 2 
American Goldfinch x x x x x x 214 x 
House Sparrow x x 190 x 
Red-necked Grebe x 
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In Memorium: Charles G. Sibley 
by Paul A. Johnsgard, UNL, Lincoln 68588-0118. 
On April 12 this year, Dr. Charles Sibley passed away in California. 
Although a Nebraskan by neither birth nor occupation, his work on hybrid zones 
among various passerines in the Platte Valley of central Nebraska during the 1950s 
became a model for modern studies in field approaches to both evolutionary biology 
and species-level taxonomy. His study also identified for the first time the Platte 
Valley as a major evolutionary "suture zone" between eastern and western 
avifaunas. When I arrived at Cornell in 1955, all of Dr. Sibley's graduate students 
were doing their fieldwork in Nebraska, collecting specimens of the various 
species-pairs or quasi-species (Colaptes, Pheucticus, Passerina, Pipilo, lcterus) 
hybridizing there. The results of these studies had a major impact on the thinking of 
American ornithologists regarding species limits in groups such as the towhees, 
flickers, and orioles. 
Other more complete obituaries have appeared elsewhere (e.g.,~ 
140:697-99, 1998) and will certainly continue to appear; the following account 
concentrates on my personal recollections and assessments. When I arrived in 
Ithaca in 1956, Dr. Sibley had himself not been at Cornell long, having moved 
there in 1953 from San Jose State College. I wanted to do graduate work with him 
more than anyone else in the country, especially because he indicated an interest in 
supporting my ideas for a study on the comparative behavior of ducks as a 
taxonomic tool. Dr. Sibley proved to be the most intellectually stimulating teacher 
I had ever known, and also one of the most demanding and, at times, tyrannical. To 
be sure, his famous temper made all his students quake in his presence and regard 
him as a godlike figure to be disobeyed only at one's utter peril .. Yet he could also 
be charmingly funny; he was also endlessly interesting. 
Dr. Sibley replaced the venerable A. A. Allen at Cornell, a genial man who 
for more than four decades had taught his life-history approach towards 
ornithology to legions of young students. Dr. Sibley, on the other hand, took it upon 
himself to "sweep out the cobwebs" left over from Dr.Allen's long reign, and many 
unfortunate students perished academically during that tumultuous transition phase. 
Despite this turmoil, he attracted overflow crowds to his introductory ornithology 
classes, captivating them with his great lecturing ability and complete command of 
his subject. 
My three years there were spent on a full fellowship, so I never had to act 
as one of Dr. Sibley's often-suffering graduate assistants; however, I did work for 
him as a lab technician during the summer of 1958. That summer was a critical one 
in Dr. Sibley's important transformation from species-level taxonomy using whole 
specimen data, to a much more molecular taxonomic approach. He had obtained a 
one-year N.S.F. Grant for a pilot-study on the feasibility of adopting blood proteins 
as a taxonomic tool, using paper electrophoresis. He assigned me the job of 
obtaining a variety of birds, mostly different breeds of chickens and turkeys from 
the poultry department, plus pheasants, quails, and ducks from the state-operated 
game farm near Ithaca. I dutifully shuttled these birds back and forth, obtaining 
blood samples and running their serum analyses. These efforts, however, produced 
extremely disheartening results, owing to great individual variability in the serum 
profiles. 
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By chance I had read a paper written by Robert McCabe and H. F. Duetsch, 
and published in the Wilson Bulletin about a decade previously. This study indicated 
that significant inter-species differences exist in the electrophoretic profiles of 
egg-white proteins from various gamebirds, and I decided to try confirm and 
extend their findings. I had to do this experiment surreptitiously, however, since I 
would be dealt with harshly and my career fatally, should Dr. Sibley discover my 
departure from his strict lab protocol. Near the summer's end, Dr. Sibely 
proclaimed our efforts on blood proteins a failure and announced he would not ask 
for more N.S.F. grant money to continue the study. Gathering my courage, I then 
showed him the results of the egg-white samples I had done. Within minutes he 
grasped their potential and immediately laid plans for a new grant to undertake a 
massive survey of North American birds. 
Soon after that, I began to feel like a sorcerer's apprentice, for the event 
marked the start of his wholesale egg-collecting activities first in the U.S. and 
eventually worldwide. His subsequent work was the first to exploit molecular 
biology for the higher-level taxonomy of the world's birds, and led directly to his 
later studies on DNA-DNA hybridization, which shook the avian taxonomic tree to 
its very roots. 
Or. Sibley left Cornell in 1965 for Yale University, where he began the DNA 
work made him world famous. He retired from there in 1986, moving to California 
to compete work on two major books, one describing the phylogeny and 
classification of the birds of the world, and the other providing an exhaustive 
survey of the distribution and taxonomy of all the world's bird species. These 
works are the most important monographs ever done on the subject. 
Even toward the end of his life when we spoke to each other on the phone, I 
was unable to address him as "Charles." He will always simply be "Dr. Sibley," a 
person who totally changed my life, my interests, and my career goals. 
70 The Nebraska Bjrd Reyjew vol. 66 No.2 
Three Poems by Twyla Hansen 
Twyla Hansen was raised on a farm in northeast Nebraska on land her 
grandparents farmed as immigrants from Denmark in the late 1800's. And since 
1982, she has worked as a horticulturist and arboretum curator at Nebraska 
Wesleyan University. Twyla Hansen, in the words of Bill Kloefkorn, Nebraska's 
State Poet, "connects": "Her truths are in those taproots without which poetry 
would surely expire for lack of nourishment." 
She received her B.S from the University of Nebraska. Twyla and her 
husband Tom live in Lincoln where their yard is maintained as an urban wildlife 
habitat. In 1989, the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum awarded her the Johnny 
Appleseed Award for "sustained personal involvement in tree planting." 
The recipient of the 1988 trophy buckle poetry prize from Elkhorn Review, 
Twyla Hansen has published two collections of verse, How to Live in the Heartland 
(1992) and In Our Very Bones (1997). Her poems--whether they feature her 
husband's snoring or the prairie's flowing--attest to her bountiful love of the 
environment and her joyful connections with the people of Nebraska. As Don Welch 
says of her work, "This poet's got it. By gosh, she's got it. Got this place down 
pat. Its genus is Nebraskensis , and its species is pure Hansen." 
The following poems, "Blue Heron," "Warbler," and "Turkey Vultures" 
appear in Twyla Hansen's book, In Our Very Bones (available from Slow Tempo 
Press, P.O. Box 83686, Lincoln, NE 68501-3686). 
Blue Herons 
What does it mean- all day 
rain coming straight down, slow, 
a noticeable absence of wind, 
leaves plush beneath canopies, 
stilt-legs in the flooded fields? 
All morning I have glimpsed them-
along this highway bottomland 
the river tried hard to reclaim, 
broken dikes and debris and backwater-
blue-gray sentinels nearly motionless, 
patient for a meal. 
And what can we do-
in these wide-open spaces 
where mud creeks are capable 
of churning out of their banks, 
flattening brome and fence and farmland-
but to take inventory of threatened senses, 
to pick ourselves up above the water, 
to rise, to rise? 
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Warbler 
I've heard them, 
their sweet cantatas drifting 
from a cathedral of oaks-
yet, straining, I'm unable 
to sight them in their high loft 
during migration, 
until one fall day 
against the.door glass 
an unlucky traveler, 
a delicate marvel, 
a revelation of bib and stripe 
and wingbar, 
and I carry it limp in my palm 
to a honeylocust trunk, 
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returning it to a damp mulch of earth, 
saying thank you, 
saying forgive me, 
saying what other exquisites 
dwell in this shelter of canopy-
one song now lost, 
yet infinitely, through a cloister 
of leaves, echoing. 
Turkey Vultures 
Lofted silence. Terrible red baldness. 
How we're at once repulsed and fascinated, 
your return to this dense suburban woodlot. 
Circling like so many slow wings caught 
in a down draft, feathertips spread, 
unflapping landing gear of the ancient. 
A dozen or so on a long migration, 
this stop-over and surrounding fields, 
a day of fattening on the dead 
and dying. 
We shudder at your bad taste, 
your naked unmistakable head 
as if held too close to something evil, 
of dark prince of the scavengers. 
This neighborhood sleeps uneasy, 
after sunset the roosting in high branches. 
Deep down each of us welcoming 
this ritual, this annual wildness in our midst, 
each in our bones dreading that spiral 
toward the inevitable. 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, Inc. 
374S Garfield 
Lincoln, NE 68S06-1 028 
Forward and Return Postage Guaranteed 
Address Correction Requested 
Table of Contents 
NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POST AGE 
PAID 
Lincoln, NE 
Permit No. 756 
Spring Field Report, March to May, 1998, Introduction 30 
Species Accounts 32 
Cooperative Whooping Crane Tracking Project Report SS 
Confirmed Whooping Crane Sightings in the U.S.A. S8 
NOU Fall Field Days Count, 1997; May NAMC Count, 1998 60 
Table for NOU Fall Count and NAMC Count 61 
In Memorium: Charles G. Sibley 68 
Three Poems by Twyla Hansen 70 
The Nebraska Bird Reyiew is published quarterly in March, 
June, September, and December by the Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union, Inc., as its official journal, and is sent to members not in 
arrears of dues. Annual subscription rates (on a calendar-year basis 
only): $14.00 in the United States; $18.00 for all foreign countries, 
payable in advance. Single copies are $4.00 each, postpaid, in the 
United States, and $5.00 elsewhere. Send orders for back issues to 
Mary Lou Prichard, NOU Librarian, University of Nebraska State 
Museum, Lincoln, NE 68588-0S 14. 
Memberships in NOU (on a calendar year basis only): Active, 
$ 1 S.00; Sustaining, $2S.OO; Student, $ 10.00; Family Active, 
$20.00; Family Sustaining,$30.00; Life, $250.00. Send dues and 
subscriptions to Sue Amiotte, NOU Treasurer, 11 City Dam Road, 
Chadron, NE 69337. 
Send manuscripts, Christmas count reports, and notes on bird 
sightings to Bill Clemente, Department of English, Peru State College, 
Peru, NE 58421 (clemente@bobcat.peru.edu). Send quarterly bird 
reports to Ross Silcock, P.O. Box S7, Tabor, IA 516S3. 
Other officers: Presjdent and Newsletter Editor. Betty Allen, 
9628 Emmet Street, Omaha NE 68134. Yice-Presjdent. Lanny 
Randolph, S0370 24th Road, Gibbon, NE 68840-4065. Secretary. 
Robin Harding, 50370 24th Road, Gibbon, NE 88840-4065. Directors. 
Thomas Labedz 724 Glenarbor Circle, Lincoln, NE 68S 12; Mark Brogie 
(Records Commjttee Chajr), Box 316, Creighton, NE 68729-031 6; 
Alice Kenitz, 190648 County Road 22, Gering, NE 69341. Ibft 
Nebraska Bird Reyiew is edited by Ors. Bill Clemente and Tom 
Klubertanz. 
